


hen I was a teenager, I was fascinated 
with astronomy. I was very curious 
about what I was told about the plan-
ets in our solar system and of other 

suns and galaxies of suns!
I wanted to know more. At the library and weekly 

bookmobile that came to our neighborhood, I checked 
out all the books I could about astronomy and the 
marvels in the heavens. There was so much out there, 
but I could see only so little with my own eyes. I 
could not even identify the closest planets, Mars and 
Venus, and tell them apart from stars. There were so 
many things to see up there, but they were far away 
and faint. Through books I was introduced to vivid 
descriptions and pictures of our solar system, about 
our sun and about galaxies of stars.

Knowledge about what was in the heavens came 
only by man’s invention of the telescope, which gave 
meaning to the objects in the sky. Neighboring planets 
were clearly identified and observed. Peering beyond 
our solar system, telescopes discovered new stars. As 
telescopes became more powerful, more awesome 
wonders were found. Galaxies similar to the very 
one we live in were found in astronomical, meaning 
almost unimaginably huge, numbers.

I became equally fascinated by the various types 
of telescopes: refracting telescopes, and then much 
more powerful reflecting ones that could bring up 
close faraway objects in space. The telescope provides 
vision of things that we cannot naturally see.

This year’s theme for the United Youth Camps 
program is “God’s Vision For You.” The theme is 
about the awesome things that God is doing with us 
and what He is preparing for us.

In the same way, we can take an interest in the 
purpose of life; why we exist; what’s beyond this phys-
ical life. We can see these things, only in a dim way. 
We may have thoughts and ideas, but not really see 
the entire picture of the biggest questions of life: Who 
and what is God? Who are we? What should our rela-
tionship with God be? Some think deeply about these 

matters but see only dimly. It’s just like looking up at 
the sky and wondering about what we see in the heav-
ens without a telescope! We can guess and speculate 
about what the answers are, but we really don’t know.  
Our vision is dim.

In this year’s camp program we want you to look 
through a spiritual telescope. It will magnify and bring 
closer the answers to the biggest questions of your life.  
That telescope is the Word of God, the Bible.

The apostle Paul commented in this vein when 
he spoke of God giving us the eyesight, the vision, to 
see the spiritual understanding that he had: “When 
I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a 
child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, 
I put away childish things. For now we see in a mir-
ror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, 
but then I shall know just as I also am known” (1 
Corinthians 13:11-12).

We want to talk to our campers this year in just 
this vein through Christian living classes so they can 
see things up close. We also want to offer a telescope 
in the form of living a life in obedience to the Word of 
God. Seeing that example and following it is another 
way we see more clearly the answers to the big ques-
tions of life.

We are very excited and optimistic about this 
year in UYC. We want to give every one of our camp-
ers a telescope to see and understand all the wonders 
of God as Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:18-19: “And may 
you have the power to understand, as all God’s people 
should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep 
His love is. May you experience the love of Christ, 
though it is too great to understand fully.”

This is God’s vision for you!

Victor Kubik
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Mission
The mission of the United Youth Camps program is to support parents and the Church in teaching youth 

to develop their full godly potential—which is their calling into the Body of Jesus Christ and the work of the 
Church—while learning that God’s spiritual laws are practical ways of living (Deuteronomy 6:6-9 and 11:19-20; 
Psalm 34:11; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:4). Within our mission are contained camper goals, staff objectives, bibli-
cal standards and a positive message to our teens that God’s ways work!

hat does the word 
“vision” bring to mind? 
Maybe creative thought 
or something far into the 
future? One meaning of 

the word vision is “the ability to think 
about or plan the future with imagina-
tion or wisdom.”

When it comes to vision, God has 
imagination and wisdom in mind for 
everyone!

The exciting Christian living theme 
for camp this summer is “God’s Vision 
for You,” and it is about each camper 
and staff member learning God’s excit-
ing future for each of them. You will not 
want to miss out. So apply to the camp 
of your choice now.

God’s vision for you must natu-
rally begin with Him—“Who is God?” 
What is His overall goal for you? God is 
having a family and is very mindful of 
you. Added to this is “God Begins Your 
Story,” as we read in Jeremiah 29:11: 
“For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future” (New International 
Version, emphasis added). Each of you 
have a story of what God is accomplish-
ing in your life now as a preteen or teen. 
Each of us are writing an individual 
story, so let’s be sure it is a good one.

Another segment is “Choose 
Life.” We are to learn the true values of 
God in our lives now. Each of us must 
make a decision to respond and follow 
God. The way of God leads to life and 
blessings.

Next, “Walk Worthy.” This means 
to be an example to your friends; to get 
involved in your local congregation; to 
be careful of what you share on social 
media (what you share will be around a 
very long time); to become a profitable 
servant. Yes, we all make mistakes, and 
God forgives when we repent. We grow 
spiritually through each up and down in 
God’s way of life. 

We conclude with “Live Your 
Story”—let God lead you to the life He 
is calling you to. It’s a lifelong call to 
action.

God is truly interested in and cares 
for youth of all ages. Notice what the 
psalmist wrote in Psalm 71:17: “O God, 
You have taught me from my youth . . .” 
See also verses 5-6.

God sees a wondrous and blessed 
future for each person for all eternity. 
With this in mind, we can’t wait to see 
you at camp this summer when we will 
learn more on “God’s Vision for You.”
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have had the rewarding experience of being able 
to serve on counseling staff at summer camp for 
six years! Within those six years I have learned so 
much about myself and was able to develop a stron-
ger relationship with God while serving his youth.

Being a camp counselor at one of our many youth 
camps that we have is a very challenging and sometimes 
scary task. For seven days, parents have trusted you to be the 
one that is with their children 24/7. We as counselors are 
thrust into the role of being a parent-like figure and taking 
on the responsibilities that parents have.

It is within these seven days that we have an opportu-
nity to be an example to the youth and to show them God’s 
way works! A scripture I often read in preparing for summer 
camp is Deuteronomy 11:19, which talks about this process 
of connecting with them when they rise in the morning to 
the time when they sleep at night.

We have the chance as counselors to talk with them 
about God and his way at all times throughout the day just 
as it talks about in this scripture. In doing this we reap the 
benefit of drawing closer to God through Bible study and 
reinforcing in our minds God’s way of life as well as know-
ing His Scriptures.

At the end of camp I come away just as pumped and 
spiritually refreshed as I think the campers do, and I 
eagerly begin counting down the days until the next year 
of summer camp!

David Browning
Cincinnati, Ohio

Joy of Being a 
Counselor

Read more camper and staff 
articles online!
http://uyc.ucg.org/personal-experiences

amp Hye Sierra, without a doubt, was one of the 
most amazing experiences I have ever had! As 
a teenager with Osteogenesis Imperfecta, a rare 
hereditary genetic condition that makes my bones 
break easily, I don’t usually get to go out and do 

much over the summer. I got to try so many things I otherwise 
would never have been able to do, including rock climbing, vol-
leyball and bubble balls.

The small rural Sonoran desert town where I live leaves 
me little access to recreational water activities in the immedi-
ate vicinity, so you can imagine my delight when I found out 
about kayaking and the other water events available to campers. 
Accompanying all of the amazing activities were short Bible 
lessons matching the activity we were doing, which really made 
you think about how that lesson applied to the activity and life.

Another thing I really liked about Hye Sierra was how all 
of the counselors were always available when you needed them 
and all of the campers made you feel at home. The sermons and 
the messages given by the pastors and the speakers were truly 
inspiring, and whenever a message finished it left you wanting 
to hear more and more! Also, the food they served was abso-
lutely fantastic. The view of the tall trees, mountains and lake 
from the camp was also breathtaking!

I enjoyed my first trip to Camp Hye Sierra, and I am 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity to attend. If I am given 
another chance to attend this coming summer, I guarantee I 
plan to go back!

Josiah Garduño
Wickenburg, Arizona

First-Time Camper What to Bring to Camp
1. Sleeping bag
2. Pillow
3. Backpack or suitcase
4. Clothes for the week
5. Sneakers (hiking boots for 
some camps)
6. Toiletries/sunscreen
7. Appropriate swimsuit/water 
shoes
8. Towels/washcloths
9. Water bottle
10. Camera
11. Bible and notebook
• Positive attitude
• Appropriate-length hair of a 
natural color
• Sabbath attire
• Necessary sports equipment 
(e.g. baseball glove, knee pads, 
swim goggles)
• Daypack

• Expensive jewelry (including valuable watches) or large 
amounts of cash
• Rollerblades, skateboards or scooters
• Alcohol, tobacco products, marijuana or illegal drugs 
(prescription drugs must be turned in at registration to the 
camp medical team).
• Electronics: all types of music players, headphones, 
video games, computers, walkie-talkies, iPads, MP3 play-
ers, DVD players, TVs, radios, etc.
• Tight or revealing clothing, short shorts, clothing that 
shows underwear; no bare midriffs, halter-tops or immod-
est swimwear
• Dark gothic apparel or adornment (including black nail 
polish)
• Frayed or torn “grunge” clothing

• Improper wording or messages on clothing or camp 
gear
• Body piercings 
• Fantasy games, tarot cards and other “dark world” 
materials (Deuteronomy 18:9-14)
• Candy or snacks (leave these at home so ants or rodents 
aren’t attracted to your sleeping quarters. Parents, please 
do not mail “care packages” of sweets to your camper).
• Matches, lighters, fireworks, firearms or other weapons 
unless written permission is given by the camp director
• Cell phones are best left at home or with your parents, 
but if you bring a cell phone to camp, please turn it in at 
registration. It will be returned to you when you check out 
of camp. Cell phone usage for calling home during camp is 
at the individual camp director’s discretion.

What Not to Bring 
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A week at camp is a wonderful experience. Unfortunately, 
we can’t make camp last longer, but we can take steps to make 
sure we get the most out of camp while we’re there.

One of the best things to do now, to make camp better, is 
to improve your physical fitness. We often say that UYC is not 
a sports camp; it is a Christian living camp that includes sports. 
Thus, you don’t need to be a competitive athlete to enjoy camp. 
However, many times teens have enjoyed camp less than they 
should have because the physical activities wore them down. 
Injury and illness are much more likely to happen to a person 
who is in sub-par condition.

It will be too late to get in shape once you arrive at camp; 
the time for conditioning is now! There is no need to enroll in 
an exercise class or to subscribe to the latest program. But there 
is need to be active on a regular basis. You’ll do a lot of walking 

at camp, so you could start a program of walking now. Consider 
30 minutes a day as a minimum. That alone will do a lot to help 
you enjoy camp, but if you build from there, increasing your 
active time, you’ll feel the difference when you get to camp. 
If you are a runner, weight-lifter, or play in some sport, those 
activities can serve as your base conditioning. Whatever the 
activity is stick to it! 

While building up your general fitness, consider specific 
exercises to prepare for attaining your goals at camp. Has the 
climbing wall been your nemesis? Work now at strengthening 
your arms and hands so that your grip won’t give out before you 
reach the top. Does swimming or speedaway leave you gasping? 
Build a routine of aerobic exercise, so that you’ll have energy to 
spare when you need it.

Good nutrition will multiply the effect of your exercise. We 
should be eating a well-balanced diet as part of a healthy life. If 
that isn’t enough motivation, think of how much you want to be 
energetic and alert for while at camp. Commit to a better diet for 
the next few months, and you will almost certainly notice a pos-
itive difference when it’s time to join the dorm. Now is the time 
to fuel your body with fruits and vegetables and lean proteins. 
Also, make a habit now of drinking lots of water.

Another important key to good health is good sleep. You 
can’t store it up ahead of time, but you can get your body in 

peak condition for the start of camp. That requires getting 
enough sleep—regularly—not now and then! You proba-
bly already know many of the keys to better sleep: turn off 
your phone, limit caffeine, make your bedroom a peaceful 
environment. 

Get your rest, exercise, eat right. These are easy for most of 
us to do—and they will make a big difference in how you feel 
at camp. But it will be too late to start them once you get there. 
Start now! Get fit! You’ll be glad you did.

Frank Dunkle

Get Fit Now!

Continued on next page.

Get Fit Now!
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amp Cotubic is located on 
150 serene acres of fields 
and trees and includes a 
beautiful 14-acre lake for 

exciting water activities.
It is located near Bellefontaine, 

Ohio—approximately 60 miles north-
west of Columbus and about 60 miles 
northeast of Dayton.

Dorm Life and Spiritual Activities
Dorms are formed by age range, 

giving campers opportunity to build 
positive and lasting relationships with 
other campers their age who are also 
looking to follow God in their lives. 
Each unit will have two counselors that 
serve to guide the dorm in a positive 
direction, helping the teens develop 
meaningful relationships inside and 
outside of the dorm. Counselors pro-
mote fun and teamwork while main-
taining the priority of helping campers 
build a deeper relationship with the 
Father and Jesus Christ. All of this will 
be accomplished through daily activ-
ities that include sports, team build-
ing, Christian living, campfire, dorm 

time, dances and other activities. The 
week at Camp Cotubic will conclude 
with a wonderful Sabbath rest, a nice 
semi-formal banquet and an evening 
dance. All campers will be sleeping 
on bunk beds with mattresses and 
will need to bring their own bedding 
(sheets/blanket or sleeping bag), as well 
as their own pillow and towels.

Travel
Arrival by airline is possible 

through the John Glenn Columbus 
International Airport (CMH), and we 
can arrange no-cost transportation 
between Camp Cotubic and the airport.

Activities
Although it’s possible a few activi-

ties may change, it is intended that this 
year activities will include basketball, 
sand volleyball, soccer, archery, soft-
ball, waterfront activities (swimming, 
the blob, trampoline, 170-foot water 
slide), high ropes course, arts and crafts, 
climbing wall/zip-line/giant swing, team 
building, amazing race and dance class.

Frank Dunkle

C
Details

Dates: June 10-17. Staff should plan 
to arrive at Camp Cotubic Saturday 
evening, June 9, at 6:45 p.m. Campers 
should plan their arrival sometime 
between 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, June 10, 
and departure by 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
June 17.
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 (high school 
graduate)
Camper tuition: $270 for payments 
postmarked by May 1, 2018; $300 
after May 1 ($30 late fee)
Staff fee: None for experienced staff
Send payment to:
Frank Dunkle
1559 Driftwood Ct.
Amelia, OH 45102
Make Checks Payable to: “United 
Camp Cotubic”
E-mail: frank_dunkle@ucg.org
Phone: (513) 843-4006

Awesome! I’ve built 
so many relationships 

this year!  
(Camper @ Cotubic)

“
”

amp Pinecrest is a 300-
acre facility located in 
the wooded, rolling 
hills of southeastern 
Missouri.

Activities
Campers will have the oppor-

tunity to sharpen or develop new 
skills in a variety of sporting activ-
ities including softball, volleyball, 
ultimate Frisbee and speedaway. 
Teamwork is promoted at the ropes 
course and in our novelty olympics. 
Other activities include archery, 
riflery, swimming, dance class, rock 
climbing/rappelling and journalism. 
Also, this year we will be offering a 
class in stand-up paddle boarding 
and an escape room challenge. Each 
day starts with Christian living.

While fun is definitely part of 
the program, the camp is more than 
just activities and challenges. God 
and His Word are central to the 
design and fun of the United Youth 
Camps program. It is our goal that 
all young people would come away 
from camp with the crucial lesson of 
remembering their Creator while still 
in their youth (Ecclesiastes 12:1).

Finally, relationships are 
an important part of the UYC 

program. Each day will include 
plenty of fellowship time for 
everyone.

Staff
Many of our dedicated staff 

return to Pinecrest year after year, 
gaining experience and growing 
in their ability to serve the young 
people of the Church. A great 
counseling and activity staff joining 
together with the campers creates 
an environment that promotes fun, 
challenge and spiritual growth.

If you would like to join our 
staff, please note that staff workers 
must be 18 years of age or older 
and need the recommendation of 
their pastor. Every staff member 
must complete pre-camp training, 
and some activity positions require 
specialized training or experience.

Location
Camp Pinecrest is located 

100 miles south of St. Louis, near 
Fredericktown, Missouri. The St. 
Louis airport is approximately 
two hours away. Transportation 
directly to and from camp will be 
provided at no charge for those 
arriving by air.

Gary Smith

Details 
Dates: July 1-8. Staff should plan 
to arrive at Camp Pinecrest Sun-
day, after noon on July 1. Camp-
ers should also plan their arrival 
sometime after noon on Sunday, 
July 1. Both staff and campers 
should plan to depart by 10 a.m. 
on Sunday, July 8.
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 (high 
school graduate)
Camper tuition: $310
Staff fee: None for staff
Send payment to:  
Gary Smith  
2519 Diamond River Dr.  
Rosenberg, TX 77471
Make Checks Payable to: 
“Pinecrest Camp Fund”
E-mail: gary_smith@ucg.org
Phone: (713) 582-0050

C

An experience that 
will stay with me for a 

lifetime!

“

”
 (Camper @ Pinecrest)
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amp Hye Sierra is a 
privately owned facility 
built by Bob Mathias, 
two-time Olympic gold 

medalist. The camp offers a fan-
tastic location perched high in the 
Sierra Mountains, where campers 
can get away from the world and 
come together as a family of like 
minds and values to have fun, be 
challenged to try new things, and 
grow in understanding of God and 
His way in the Zone.

Dorm Life and Spiritual 
Emphasis

For one week, staff and camp-
ers leave daily environments to be 
immersed together as a large, godly 
family emphasizing spiritual growth 
and close relationships. It is an atmo-
sphere of learning about God and 
drinking in His awesome creation, 
having fun and making friends!

Christian living classes are pro-
vided with thought-provoking dis-
cussions about God’s Word as a basis 
for building a close relationship with 
God. The Bible is always the empha-
sis of United Youth Camps.

Activities
A dance is planned down 

by the lake in our main pavilion, 
and dance classes will take place 
throughout the week. A big Fourth 
of July picnic with the traditional 

grilled hamburgers and hot dogs 
with all the trimmings is planned. 
The Sabbath services are always 
special since they are outdoor in 
natural surroundings, and often 
deer are nearby.

One of the most unique activi-
ties at Hye Sierra is the opportunity 
to see the giant sequoias at the 
Sequoia National Forest coupled 
with rock climbing in the beautiful 
Kings Canyon area.

We will provide other excit-
ing activities for campers such as 
speedaway, archery, basketball, 
capture the flag, bubble balls, vol-
leyball, kayak water polo, orien-
teering, the challenge course and 
drama. Also a life skills class will 
prepare them for the final banquet 
Saturday evening when the boys 
escort the girls to dinner and have 
the opportunity to practice good 
manners and enjoy good food and 
conversation with one another. 
A special more formal Saturday 
evening dance caps off the camp 
experience.

Daytime summer temperatures 
in the Sierras is usually moderate 
and pleasant, while the evenings 
and mornings can be chilly and 
crisp. Camp Hye Sierra will be the 
special place to be in California in 
2018, and it would be a pleasure to 
have you with us!

Jim Tuck

Details 
Dates: July 1-8; staff arrives on  
June 29.
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 (high 
school graduate)
Camper tuition: $350, $40 late 
fee after May 15
Staff fee: None for staff
Make Checks payable to:  
"Camp Hye Sierra"
Send payment to:  
Jim Tuck, Camp Hye Sierra
21991 North Reis Drive
Maricopa, AZ 85138
E-mail: jim_tuck@ucg.org
Phone: (520) 635-4837

My only year here, and I love this camp. 
It has been amazing. Thank you all. 

(Camper @ Hye Sierra)

”
“

amp Woodmen is in 
northern Alabama, 
approximately 60 miles 
north of Birmingham.
The dates for Woodmen 

are yet to be determined. Please 
check uyc.ucg.org for updates. We 
will post the dates as soon as they are 
available. Our target dates are the 
last week of June or the second week 
of July. The camp facility is in the 
process of being sold to new owners, 
and we are hopeful to use Camp 
Woodmen again this summer.

Dorm Life and Spiritual 
Emphasis

United Youth Camps are more 
than just activities. Camp is centered 
on the Bible and focused on strength-
ening relationships with God for 
campers who are trying to live God’s 
way all year long. Campers will be 
assigned a dorm based on their age. 
This provides them a great opportu-
nity to build positive and lasting rela-
tionships with other campers their age 
who are also striving to follow God.

Travel
Transportation will be provided 

to/from Birmingham-Shuttlesworth 
International Airport (BHM).

Activities
Although it’s possible a few 

activities may change, the follow-
ing activities are planned: archery, 
basketball, Christian living classes, 
dance class, high ropes, riflery, 
sand volleyball, softball, speedaway, 
swimming, water sliding, team 
challenge and ultimate frisbee.

We would appreciate your 
prayers for God’s blessing on our 
efforts to build a safe, Christian zone 
that provides a foretaste of God’s 
Kingdom. Participants can expect 
a well-structured and safe program 
that provides challenging activities 
and the opportunity to make life-
long friendships. Come to Camp 
Woodmen 2018 and make memories 
you will cherish forever! 

Shawn Cortelyou

Details
Dates: TBD (check uyc.ucg.org later  
for updates)
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 (high-school 
graduate)
Camper tuition: $260 if paid by May 
21, 2017; $290 after May 21 ($30 late 
fee)
Staff fee: no charge
Send payment to:  
Shawn Cortelyou  
3516 W. Village Road  
LaPorte, IN 46350
Make Checks Payable to: “United 
Camp Woodmen”
E-mail: scortlu@gmail.com
Phone: (309) 973-6362 (cell)

This camp really rejuvenates 
me with God and lets me 

know that there are other 
people who believe what I do. 

(Camper @ Woodmen)

”

“

C
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orthwest Camp will 
take place on the beau-
tiful coast of the Pacific 
Ocean. The camp facil-
ity, Camp Magruder, 

resides along one of the most pristine 
stretches of ocean and beach in the 
Pacific Northwest.

Christian living lessons at camp 
this year will be based on the theme 
“God’s Vision for You.” Lessons will 
illustrate from the Scriptures that our 
Creator has a plan for each of us to be 
in His Kingdom and that the calling 
Timothy experienced was as genuine 
and real as the calling of Paul or Peter.

Activities
The camp days end with a camp-

fire session as we watch the sun set 
over the Pacific Ocean.

Activities on the beach includes: 
volleyball, boogie boarding and speed-
away. The activity schedule will include 
lake swimming, waterskiing, archery, 
pickleball, arts and crafts, dance class, 
softball, kayaking and an end-of-camp 
dinner banquet and dance. The excel-
lence in living class will help campers 
and staff explore communication skills 
and relationship building. There will 
be ample time for enjoyable fellowship 
and making new friends. Northwest 
Camp is once again able to offer horse-
back riding through the woods and on 
the beach. 

A great camp experience includes 
building close friendships with those 
of like mind and taking home spiritual 
principles to use throughout life. Our 
goal is to establish a godly atmosphere 
where campers can be enriched.

Transportation
Campers should arrive at 

Northwest Camp between 2-4 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 22 and plan their 
departure on Sunday July 29, between 
8:30 and 10 a.m. If you plan to fly to 
camp, transportation to and from 
the Portland airport to Northwest 
Camp will be provided. Please try to 
schedule your flight to arrive at the 
Portland airport between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. on July 22. Departure flights 
from the Portland airport should be 
between 12:30 and 4 p.m. on July 
29. Please note we will not be able to 
accept campers before 2 p.m. on July 
22. Campers and staff who fly to camp 
will not need to bring a sleeping bag 
or pillow. Bedding will be provided 
for them at camp. 

Staff
We are looking for quality vol-

unteers to serve this year. Counseling 
staff will need to arrive a day early to 
begin their team building and coun-
selor training in the Portland area on 
Friday, July 20. Activity and support 
staff should plan to arrive at Camp 
Magruder in time for 2 p.m. Sabbath 
services on July 21. Following a camp 
dinner there will be staff training 
Saturday night and on Sunday morn-
ing until noon.

Our goal is for the camp experi-
ence to result in life changing positive 
decisions for God’s youth. As one of 
the campers wrote on his after camp 
survey, “I learned that we must live 
God’s way because it is the right thing 
to do.”

Rex Sexton

Details
Dates: July 22-29
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 (highschool 
graduate)
Camper tuition: $385
Send payment to:  
PO Box 1124, Camas, WA 98607
Make Checks Payable to: “United 
Camp Fund—Northwest Camp”
E-mail: rex_sexton@ucg.org
Phone: (360) 798-2921

Going in to this camp I was really 
anxious; I barely knew anyone. It ended 
up being great; the best week of my life! 

(Camper @ Northwest)

”
“

inter Camp will take 
place at the same facil-
ity we used this past 
year. This year there 

will be no overlap with Winter Family 
Weekend, and Winter Camp will tenta-
tively begin Dec. 27. Our Lake Geneva 
facility offers several new activities for 
campers, including two indoor climbing 
walls and a full-size gym for volleyball 
and basketball. If there is enough snow 
there will be snowboarding, tobogganing 
and tubing. Additional activities include 
broomball, field sports, dance class, two 
dances, an escape room, capture the flag 
and team building activities. The activity 
schedule will include plenty of time for 
socializing. 

The core of Winter Camp is built 
on fellowship, fun, friends and a foun-
dation of Bible classes and Christian 
living instruction specific for teens. 

Campers will enjoy building friendships 
and with one another while enjoying 
their time at Winter Camp. We will 
again go off site for snowboarding with 
the older campers, and we will have 
a selection of live performances from 
some campers during our final dance.

Our facility has great dorms, and 
the food is good with a fresh salad bar 
for lunch and dinner. We will also have 
a s’mores night as well as hot chocolate 
throughout the week.

Travel:
Arriving flights should be on Dec. 

27 by 1 p.m. Departing flights should 
be on Jan. 2 between 12 p.m. and 5 
p.m. Free transportation will be pro-
vided between camp and these airports: 
Mitchell (Milwaukee), O’Hare and 
Midway (Chicago).

Aaron Creech

Details 
Dates: (tentative dates) Dec. 27, 
2018-Jan. 2, 2019 (staff arrives by  
5 p.m. on Dec. 26)
Location: Lake Geneva Youth 
Camp, Wisconsin
Camper Age Range: 12 to 18 
Camper Tuition: $325 (postmarked 
before Nov. 15); $350 after Dec. 1
Staff Tuition: No charge (minimum 
age 18 and high school graduate)
Send tuition to:  
Aaron Creech
217 Red Church Road  
Auburn, PA 17922
Make checks payable to: UCG- 
Winter Camp.
Email: Aaron_Creech@ucg.org
Phone: (513) 374-9392

Accidents Happen
ven when you think you’ve 
done all you can to avoid 
them, accidents still hap-
pen. The question is, when 

they do, are you prepared?
The Church provides an acci-

dent-medical policy to help cover some 
of the cost for injuries that can occur at 
camp. The Church desires to provide 
this coverage each camp year, but that 
is subject to change based on availabil-
ity and affordability.

As camp approaches, a copy of the 
policy will be provided so parents and 
volunteer staff can see what is and isn’t 
covered. Be sure to check it out online 

in early June for the 2018 policy and 
claim form. Here is a brief description 
of what is typically included:

• The policy will pay primary 
(first) before other personal or 
group insurance.

• There is no deductible.
• Notice of the incident to be 

filed within 30 days and initial 
medical expenses must be 
incurred within 90 days.

• Benefits paid for expenses 
incurred for up to three years 
after the incident.

• Includes a $10,000 accidental 
death benefit (subject to a 

policy aggregate maximum).
• The accident expense limit is 

$25,000.
In the event of an accident, the 

camp director will send a partially com-
pleted insurance claim form home from 
camp with an injured camper. However, 
timely notification to the insurance 
carrier and filing of the claim is the 
responsibility of the camper’s family and 
not United Youth Camps or the medical 
facility where they may be treated.

http://uyc.ucg.org/camp-
accident-insurance

10/10—love it too much! 
Easily the camp I look forward 

to the most and can’t stop 
thinking about. 

”

“

N W

E
(Camper @ Winter Camp)
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nother exciting summer 
awaits our preteen camp-
ers! This summer the 
United Church of God will 

be offering seven high quality preteen 
camps throughout the United States. If 
you want to stay close to home or visit 
another gorgeous site, the choice is yours.

Our children are indeed a “heritage 
from the Lord,” a great blessing in our 
families and in the United Church of 
God. Camp directors and staff are ded-
icated to offering and providing a safe, 
secure, fun and challenging camp for all 
of our young children ages 5-12. 

Last year we had 473 preteen camp-
ers and 449 staff members, including 

teens. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
our dedicated staff to practice Christ-like 
service and make a big difference in the 
lives of our young campers! It is such a 
joy to see the enthusiastic, smiling faces 
of our preteen campers every summer, 
whether in Pennsylvania at Camp Seven 
Mountains, in Ohio at Camp Buckeye, 
in Minnesota at Camp Ironwood, in 
Tennessee at Camp Nacome, in Big 
Sandy, Texas, at Camp Piney Woods, in 
the Rocky Mountains at Camp Colorado, 
or at the Northwest Preteen Camp in 
Oregon! Young children are naturally 
excited and energetic, and there is always 
a genuinely infectious, positive, friendly 
atmosphere at our camps.

According to studies by well-known 
researcher George Barna, lifelong reli-
gious views and beliefs are generally 
developed before a child reaches his 
teen years. This finding underscores 
the importance of parental and church 
influence to help mold a child’s spiritual 
beliefs at an early age. George Barna says, 

“I have concluded that children are the 
single most important population group 
for the Church to focus upon.”

Preteen camps are a wonderful way 
to not only teach our children God’s way, 
but to do so in a fun, safe environment. 
Camp also provides opportunities to 
develop valuable friendships with min-
isters, other adults, teens and preteens in 
God’s Church.

If you would like to participate in a 
preteen camp, as a camper or on staff, be 
sure and obtain camp information and 
utilize our online applications on our 
UYC website. You may also contact the 
appropriate camp director listed in this 
brochure if you have questions or need 
more information.

Parents, please consider sending 
your preteen to camp this year. Why not 
give your child an opportunity to learn 
spiritual lessons, make memories and 

develop friendships they will 
cherish for a lifetime?

ummer can’t get here fast 
enough. We’ll be bring-
ing back many activities 

this year, including Christian living, 
air riflery, archery, caving, funyaking, 
nature exploration, arts and crafts and 
plenty more. Teen staff who wish to 
volunteer should be at least 16 years of 
age, unless a parent will be attending 
camp as well, then the age for teen staff 
will be 13. If you are a teen volunteer 
applying this year, teen slots will be 
limited so apply right away to ensure 
you have a chance of being accepted.

For those in the young adult/adult 
category we need you! You are critical 
to the success of our camps, and without 
you, there would be no Camp Nacome. 
Whether you are 18 years of age or 
65-plus years, we have a place for you. 
Keep an eye out on the UYC Facebook 
group page for camp updates, opportu-
nities to serve and much more. Young 

adult/adult men, you are always needed.
Another piece of important infor-

mation for this year is that Camp 
Nacome will be creating a custom 2018 
Camp Nacome t-shirt that will be for 
sale both before and during camp. This 
custom limited Camp Nacome t-shirt is 
a great way to share your experience and 
support for Camp Nacome. All proceeds 
from t-shirt sales will go to helping us 
keep camper tuition low, bringing new 
activities to camp as well as fund our 
camper tuition scholarship fund.

New this year will be the ability to 
pay for camper/staff tuition and donate to 
the Camp Nacome camp fund via PayPal. 
This should give individuals an easier way 
to pay for camp and help us streamline 
camp financial operations.

I look forward to seeing everyone 
and having another fun-filled, godly, 
inspired camp year.

Matthew Puckett

Camp Nacome — Tennessee

Mark Welch

Plan to come to the UYC Preteen Program!

Details
Dates: June 3-6
Coordinators: Matthew Puckett
E-mail: mtpuckett@gmail.com
Phone: (615) 557-6535
Application Deadline: May 1
Location: Nacome Camp and Con-
ference Center located in Pleas-
antville, Tennessee
Campers age: 6-12

amp Piney Woods wel-
comes all preteen camp-
ers to the peaceful and 
quiet surroundings of 
East Texas (Big Sandy). 

Get ready to enjoy a fabulous four-day 
camp experience where you will learn 
about our awesome God, make new 
friends and have fun in a caring and 
positive environment. The East Texas 
brethren will once again host camp at 
their beautiful church building, approx-
imately 100 miles east of Dallas. Camp 
will run from June 10-13, which is 
about a month earlier than prior years.

Each day at camp will include a 
variety of outdoor and indoor activ-
ities beginning with Christian living 
classes to reinforce that God’s way 
of life works. Other activities include 
swimming, sports, music, gagaball, 

team-building activities, a dunking 
booth and much more. There will be 
lots of water activities to whet the kids’ 
appetites!

We are looking for dedicated and 
patient teens and adults to serve in all 
areas of camp, including counselors, 
activity coordinators and staff. We 
encourage everyone who is interested 
(from young to not-as-young) to apply 
no later than May 1.

If you have any questions, e-mail 
Jim Moody. Applications will be avail-
able online this spring.

Camp Piney Woods offers an excit-
ing camp experience with warm East 
Texas hospitality and a peaceful place 
to learn about God, make new friends 
and have fun. We hope you’ll join us!

Jim Moody

reteen Camp Ironwood in 
Southeastern Minnesota 
warmly welcomes campers 
to experience four days of 

fun-filled activities in a positive, loving 
and caring family environment. Camp 
Ironwood takes place in the spectacular 
outdoor setting of Ironwood Springs 
Christian Ranch. The theme of this year’s 
camp will be “Family and Friendship.”

Daily camp activities are designed 
to enrich children spiritually and physi-
cally by experiencing camp’s challenges 
as a big family. Our goal is to enrich 
children’s relationship with God and 
with other young people and adults. 
Activities include daily Christian living 
and music classes, a zipline, swimming, 
horseback riding, field games, team 
challenge, the climbing wall, arts and 
crafts, archery/BB guns, slingshot, creek 
walk, super slide, mini farm animals 
and campus improvement. Fun-filled 
evening activities include game night, 
campfire sing-along, novelty olympics, 
a dance party and a treasure hunt. 

Camp Ironwood encourages teens 
to come and serve as assistant counselors 

and activity staff. Many of the amazing 
and caring youth who volunteer at Camp 
Ironwood have attended the preteen 
camp and return as staff to give back to 
the preteens the experience they enjoyed. 
The teens work hard during the day and 
in the evening enjoy teen activities, which 
gives them the opportunity to enjoy each 
other’s company. The teens also start 
their day off with their own Christian 
living classes and music. Camp Ironwood 
also greatly appreciates the contributions 
of the dedicated and self-sacrificing par-
ents who give up vacation time to serve 
as counselors, activity coordinators, life-
guards and first aid nurses. 

Parents who come to serve and have 
an older child as well as a young child 
(age 2-5) may bring the younger sibling, 
who can participate in day-time mini-
dorm activities.

If you are looking for an exciting 
camp experience and want to meet 
and enjoy the company of other young 
people striving to live God’s way, Camp 
Ironwood is for you!

David & Jolinda Schreiber

Ironwood — Minnesota

Piney Woods — Texas Details
Dates: June 10-13
Coordinator: Jim Moody
E-mail: jim_moody@ucg.org
Application Deadline: May 1
Ages: 5-12

Details
Location: Ironwood Springs Christian 
Ranch—Stewartville, Minnesota
Dates: July 15-18
Coordinators:  
Dave & Jolinda Schreiber
E-mail: david_schreiber@ucg.org
Early registration ends: May 25 for 
$15 discount
Final application deadline: June 5
Campers: Ages 5-13
Teen Staff: Ages 14-19
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amp Buckeye offers a 
great environment for 
campers to make new 
friends, renew old friend-

ships and, most importantly, to further 
develop their relationship with God. 

We encourage all children to 
come to Camp Buckeye. There will be 
a variety of daily activities, including 
Christian living, archery, arts and 
crafts, canoeing, court games, fishing, 
field games and many more. These 
activities focus on how God’s love is 
both experienced and shared (Matthew 
22:37-40). We want our children to 
see that God wants to be a part of their 
lives and that they need God in their 
lives. Our staff will provide a safe, car-
ing atmosphere that will remind the 
campers that God is with us 24/7/365! 
Camp Buckeye is returning for our sev-
enth consecutive year to Camp Luz in 
Orrville, Ohio.

Please apply early! We have barely 
“squeezed” everyone in the last two 
years and anticipate a similar number 
of applicants this year. It is a blessing 
that so many want to come to camp, 
but it certainly helps with planning if 
you apply early.

Also, if you desire to serve at Camp 
Buckeye, please know that we do our 
best to include as many people as possi-
ble and try to accommodate parents who 
are bringing their children (especially 
from great distances), but it is likely that 
not all applicants will be accepted.

Len & Julie Martin

oin us for a summer camp 
experience that our pre-
teens will not soon forget! 
Nestled in the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountains, at 

the base of Mt. Meeker, is Highlands 
Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center, 
once again the location for Camp 
Colorado in 2018. We are meeting June 
17-20, so the weather should be fabu-
lous, and it will surely be a great time 
to enjoy evening campfires and sing-
alongs. We have had moose and deer 
amble through our camp, and we are 
hoping to spot an elk!

Estes Park is only 16 miles away, 
home of the Rocky Mountain National 
Park and gorgeous views of mountains, 
nature and wildlife.

Our most important goal is to pro-
vide a safe, spiritually enriching envi-
ronment for our preteens and our teen 
and adult staff. And we want them to 

have lots of fun too! We will learn more 
of God’s way through compass checks 
and Christian living class messages 
given by a variety of staff members. Our 
preteens also get involved and excited 
about our daily Bible challenge games 
around the campfire. Once again our 
children will have an opportunity to 
learn to serve and to exemplify Christ-
like traits.

We will enjoy archery, canoeing, 
nature hikes, arts and crafts, field games 
and multi-ball, which is a combination 
of challenging sports. Teen and adult 
staff members are eager to make camp a 
highly rewarding and enjoyable experi-
ence for everyone. Please consider join-
ing us at Camp Colorado this June!

If you have any questions, e-mail 
coordinator Mark Welch. Applications 
will be available online this spring. 
Application due date is May 1.

Mark & BarbaraWelch

Camp Colorado — Colorado

Camp Buckeye — Ohio

Details
Date: June 17-20 
Coordinators: Mark & Barbara 
Welch 
Email: mark_welch@ucg.org
Phone: (918) 724-4166
Location: Highlands Presbyterian 
Camp and Retreat Center, Allen-
spark, Colorado 

Details
Dates: July 29-Aug. 1
Coordinators: Len & Julie Martin
E-mail: len_martin@ucg.org
Phone: (614) 588-2637
Application Deadline: June 1

orthwest Preteen Camp 
is located in the beau-
tiful foothills of Mt. 
Hood in Oregon. The 
theme for this year will 

be “Keeping God’s Commandments.” 
Campers will have many opportunities 
to learn this theme in their dorms and 
by participation in the many activities 
with tailored lesson plans. 

Each day begins with Christian 
living and ends with campfire, where 
they get to perform skits, sing camp 

songs and other 
fun activities. 
Throughout each day, 
the campers get to 
participate in many 
exciting activities 
including: swimming, 
river float, archery, 
sports classes, dance 
and music, arts 
and crafts. The arts 
and crafts class also 

provides a service project for the shut-
ins and special creations to take home.

We have also added some new 
activities where brother and sister 
dorms get together to learn targeted les-
sons for their age range and prepare the 
older kids for teen camp. 

We invite you to another fun and 
exciting year with memories that will 
last a lifetime! Campers and staff come 
from all parts of the northwest, plus vis-
itors from other states and even other 
countries. If you would like to join us 
this year, please check out the UYC 
website and be sure to complete the 
online application by May 1.

Jeff & Lisa Richards

Northwest Preteen Camp — Oregon

ome and experience 
the beauty of Seven 
Mountains! Seven 
Mountains has dorms for 

the younger campers, complete with 
showers and bathrooms inside. Our 
oldest campers get the full outdoor 
camping experience by sharing a tent 
with another camper.

Our dorm campers range from 

ages 4-12, but we strongly encourage 
parents to bring the whole family. We 
have activities for our youngest camp-
ers (ages 1-3) while parents and older 
siblings can volunteer and serve our 
campers. Parents, grandparents and 
babies are welcome to come, watch the 
activities, enjoy the food and camp on 
the grounds. 

If you can work via computer, 
there is cell service, so bring your 
own WiFi hotspot, and come work in 
a beautiful setting. If you don’t have 
vacation time, you can drop off your 7 
to 12-year-olds for an amazing three 
days of friends, fun and fellowship. We 
offer a flat rate of $35 for each camper/
staff/parent/grandparent/siblings. 
Children 3 and under are free.

Last year, our 60-plus campers 
enjoyed various activities such as 
human foosball, capture the flag, swim-
ming, campfire, boating, Christian liv-
ing classes, team-building activities and 
so much more!

Rachel Massie & Lindsey Massie

Camp Seven Mountains — Pennsylvania

Details
Dates: July 15-18
Coordinator: Jeff Richards
E-mail: jeff_richards@ucg.org
Application Deadline: May 1

Details
Dates: July 29-Aug. 1
Coordinators: Rachel Massie 
& Lindsey Massie
E-mail: rachlmassie@gmail.com
lindseymassie@gmail.com
Phone: (610) 683-6621
Application Deadline: June 17
(Children 3 and under are free)
Make Checks payable to:  
"UCG-Lewistown"
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e encourage and invite 
you to come join us for 
another exciting year of 
United Youth Camps 

in Colombia! We will be returning to 
Hotel San Gil del Campo, located in 
San Gil, Santander, Colombia, between 
Bucaramanga and Bogotá.

Cost and Transportation
The cost of the camp will run 

U.S. $250 per person, which does not 
include airfare and transportation 
to and from the camp. Arrival from 
international areas by airline is possible 
through the El Dorado International 
Airport in Bogotá. There is no tuition 
fee for staff. Partial scholarship for staff 
airfare may be available.

Ages
Ages for campers are 12-18 years 

old. Adults who are at least 18 years old 
and graduated from high school are 
encouraged to apply as staff. We are look-
ing for mature, energetic and engaging 
staff members whose priority is serving 
the campers. This camp is for bilingual or 
Spanish-speaking only attendees.

Activities and Dorm Life
Last year, we had an attendance of 16 

campers from Colombia and Venezuela. 
Our days were kept full with a full array 
of activities, including Bible discussions 
or Christian living classes, swimming, 
Frisbee football, capture the flag, dance 
class and a dance, amazing race, a visit to 
Cascadas de Juan Curí, Bible skits, plus 
plenty of free time to relax and fellowship, 
including the sought after “mid-after-
noon siesta.” This year we plan to have 
many of the same activities.

Our focus is building lifelong 

relationships with God and each other, 
each day will include an interactive com-
pass check. Question-and-answer ses-
sions will also be offered at camp. Along 
with several fun and challenging activi-
ties, extra time for fellowship and relaxing 
is added to make this camp experience 
a treat. Free time to enjoy talking with 
friends is one of Colombia’s experiences 
that lasts a lifetime.

If you are interested in attending this 
small but intimate camp, please contact 
Scott and Gayle Hoefker.

Scott & Gayle Hoefker

Camp San Gil, Colombia

Details
Dates: June 21-26
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 
(high school graduate)
Camper tuition: U.S. $250 
Staff fee: None
E-mail: scott_hoefker@ucg.org
Phone: (251) 930-1797

Details
Camp Dates: From 6 p.m. on 
Friday, July 27-12 p.m. on Sunday, 
Aug. 15
Deadline to apply: June 1
Staff minimum age: previous 
campers 18 years; others 21 years.
Camper tuition: £125 for accom-
modation, meals and activities
Staff fee: none set
Camp coordinator: David Fenney
E-mail: david_fenney@ucg.org

his International Youth 
Camp for older children 
and teens from the United 
Kingdom, other European 
nations and further afield, 

will once again be held at The Peak 
Centre in Edale, Derbyshire, England 
(see http://www.peakcentre.org.uk/). 
The centre offers self-contained bunk-
bed accommodation for a community 
of up to 40 or more campers and staff.

Edale, set in a scenic valley sur-
rounded by hills, lies within the Peak 
District National Park. Manchester 
International Airport (MAN), around 
30 miles from the centre, has good bus 
and train connections to the Edale area.

Facilities will allow campers and 
staff to create an integrated community 
for all activities, meals and associated 
housekeeping opportunities. Activities 
will be arranged both indoors and 

outdoors, including some away from 
the centre—such as hiking in the hills 
of the national park.

While camp’s primary target age-
range is the teen years, it also welcomes 
younger campers accompanied by a 
parent or older sibling. The older teens 
will be offered responsibilities in which 
they will interact with both adult staff 
and younger campers.

David Fenney

British Isles

http://uyc.ucg.org/international-camps
Read about more international camps here: 
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ould you like to serve 
on staff of one of the 
UYC camps this year? 
Camp directors are 
always on the lookout 

for those they believe would be an asset 
to camp. Let’s consider what a director 
is looking for some qualifications and 
characteristics.

Qualifications
Some positions require specific 

qualifications. We look for RNs, LPNs 
or EMTs to serve in our medical/first aid 
roles. Camps are also generally looking 
for at least one and sometimes as many 
as 10 lifeguards. Some camps are able to 
prepare their own meals, but this requires 
someone to have a food safety certifica-
tion. Other positions that benefit from or 
require certifications are archery, riflery, 
kayaking, water skiing, ropes courses, 
rock climbing and snowboarding.

Characteristics
The chief quality needed in camp 

staff is a willingness to serve wherever 
needed. Camp is not only about making 

new friends or hanging out. There will be 
plenty of time for staff to socialize. It is 
important that all staff diligently do their 
jobs each day. Why is your assigned job 
so important? You are part of a team, 
and your contribution as a team mem-
ber contributes to the overall success of 
the camp. Doing your job well not only 
helps the camp, but your work ethic sets 
a good example for the teens. As part of 
the staff, the teens look to you as a model 
of God’s way of life. The apostle Paul 
wrote, “Imitate me, just as I also imitate 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1), and, “Avoid 
the appearance of evil” (1 Thessalonians 
5:22). Camp directors seek people who 
are striving to model biblical behavior 
year round. This is why directors rely on 
ministerial evaluations. When camp is 
over, many campers will connect with 
staff members via social media. What will 
they see on your page? Anything with the 
appearance of “evil” or “worldliness”?

Reasons Not to Serve at Camp
It’s not about you, traditions or 

reunions. Serving at camp should never 
be for reasons like, “I’ve always gone 

to camp,” or, “It’s a tradition,” or, “I 
want to be with my children.” Camp 
directors have to assemble the best staff 
possible. The apostle Paul instructed 
Timothy twice in one verse (1 Timothy 
5:21) to do all things without prejudice 
(preferring one person over another) or 
partiality (favoritism). As you faithfully 
serve at camp, secondary issues like 
friendship will naturally blossom with 
God’s blessing.

Passing the Baton
Camp directors must also maintain 

a balance between “seasoned” staff and 
providing a pathway for new people to 
serve. As much as we appreciate those 
who have served for many years, no one 
is in a position “for life.” Camp directors 
must provide opportunities for growth in 
future leaders, while utilizing the talents 
of experienced veterans. Please do not be 
offended if you are not accepted.

If you believe you have the qualifica-
tions, characteristics and proper motiva-
tion to serve at any of our camps, you are 
encouraged to apply!

Gary Smith

Serving on Staff

hether you plan to 
attend as a camper 
or staff, being part of 
camp can be the high-

light of the year! With some planning 
ahead of time and filling out your appli-
cation completely and in a timely manner 
you can help make the process easier and 
seamless for everyone. Here are a few 
things to think about as you plan.

1. Plan early! Decide which camp 
or camps you want to attend. Please do 
not apply for two camps if they are at the 
same time, either as a camper or staff.

2. Earn and save for camp. Thanks 
to generous support from the United 
Church of God, tuition for UYC camps 
is very low when compared to similar 
summer camps. Still, there is a tuition 
and often families find they need to save 
ahead of time in anticipation of camp. 

Many campers find that they 

appreciate the camp experience more if 
they work during the year and save as 
much as they can for tuition. If you are 
planning to be a camper this year, how 
about talking to your parents about possi-
ble ways to earn some of the tuition? You 
might be surprised at the possibilities!

3. Apply online. The UYC web 
page for camp applications is now open 
(by March 1) of every year. You will 
need some basic information such as 
your address, phone numbers, medical 
insurance coverage and medication or 
allergy needs.

4. Read the acceptance letter care-
fully! You will receive an acceptance let-
ter, so please take time for you and your 
parents to review the letter. The accep-
tance letter will include a transportation 
form that needs to be filled in.

5. Get prepared physically. The 
camp schedule is full of activities and so 

may be more physically demanding than 
a normal summer routine. The activities 
are very enjoyable and rewarding when 
campers fully participate in everything. 
Why not keep active in the weeks before 
camp? You will receive an acceptance 
letter that contains all of the important 
information for attending camp. 

6. Get prepared spiritually. During 
the weeks before camp, spend extra time 
praying about camp and what you will 
learn from being a part of it. This would 
also be a good time to review some of the 
Teen Bible Study Guides posted at  
ucg.org/bible-study-tools/teen-bible-
study-guides. The guides on modesty, 
speech, dating and a Christian’s life in the 
world are all helpful to review and think 
about before attending camp.

Plan now to have your most reward-
ing and best year of camp ever!

Rex Sexton

How to Apply for Camp

he Challenger West pro-
gram returns in the sum-
mer of 2018, and we are 
looking forward to wel-

coming 14 young adults on another 
grand adventure. This wilderness 
immersion experience takes place in 
the Wind River mountain range near 
Dubois, Wyoming. Program activities 
include: seven-day backpacking trip in 
the Fitzpatrick Wilderness area, camp-
ing at 10,000-plus feet, rock climbing, 
rappelling, bouldering, fishing, orien-
teering, team building, group discus-
sions and daily Bible studies. During 
our time in the outdoors we’ve seen 
big game such as moose, elk, bighorn 
sheep and (if we are lucky!) black bear.

This program is designed for young 
adults who want to strengthen their 
relationship with God, improve their 
physical fitness, and who strongly desire 

to develop qualities of leadership in an 
outdoor setting. Throughout the week, 
everyone will be challenged physically, 
mentally and spiritually to step out of 
their “comfort zones.” An emphasis on 
group dynamics plays a major role in 
the program, with plenty of opportuni-
ties to give and receive feedback.

Each day will begin with an inter-
active Bible study that will focus on pro-
files of leadership from the Bible with 
time built in for private reflection and 
journaling. Participants will have the 
opportunity to be a group leader for one 
day during the program, and everyone 
will be asked to prepare (in advance) a 
10-12 minute talk to be shared with the 
group. To help facilitate more profitable 
group discussions and greater personal 
growth there is a required reading com-
ponent to this program.

The staff is excited to share this 
amazing experience with another group 
of young adults. Additional information 
about the program can be found at 
http://uyc.ucg.org/camp/challenger-
west. Applications and information for 
2018 will be available by mid-February. 
If you have questions, please contact the 
Challenger West director.

Matthew Fenchel

Challenger West Program

Details
Dates: July 29 (arrival) to Aug. 7 
(departure)
Location: Wind River Wilderness 
near Dubois, Wyoming
Ages: 18-30+  
(must be high-school graduate)
Tuition: $150
Application Deadline: April 15
Contact:
Matthew Fenchel
1303 Burdett Ave.
Cincinnati, OH, 45206
E-mail: fenchelmc@fuse.net
Phone: (513) 288-2869

he 2018 preteen summer 
camp in Germany will 
be held in Kreuzau from 
July 29-Aug. 2.

Kreuzau is situated in the beauti-
ful Eifel region just half an hour drive 
east of Belgium and the Netherlands. 
Parents and children aged 12 and 
under are warmly welcome to partici-
pate. Camp in Germany is a wonderful 
opportunity for children from at least 
three different countries to meet and 
strengthen their friendships that span 
country borders and language barriers.

The camp location contains family 
rooms and single rooms, as well as a 

large meeting hall and plenty of space 
outside for various sports activities. 

Daily Bible studies are planned, 
as well as team and character building 
activities. The main focus of the camp is 
to provide a solid godly foundation for 
the European youth as they strengthen 
friendships with each other.

The camp is tri-lingual, and visi-
tors from English-speaking countries 
are very welcome. The total cost per 
family is yet to be finalized but any 
enquiries about participation can be 
sent to Jako Kasper at  
jkasper1@gmx.net.

Jako Kasper

Preteen Camp Germany

I learned a lot about leadership 
and how to interact with others 

. . .  I loved getting to know 
everyone on a deep spiritual level 
and helping people develop parts 

of their character that they feel 
are weakest.

“

”(Camper @ Challenger West)
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Pre-Teen Camp Dates
Camp Nacome, Tennessee .......................................... June 3-6
Camp Piney Woods, Texas ...................................... June 10-13
Camp Ironwood, Minnesota ....................................July 15-18
Northwest Preteen Camp, Oregon ........................July 15-18
Camp Colorado, Colorado ........................................July 17-20
Camp Buckeye, Ohio .......................................... July 29-Aug. 1
Camp Seven Mountains, Pennsylvania ....... July 29-Aug. 1

Teen Camp Program Dates
Camp Cotubic, Ohio ............................................... June 10-17
Camp Pinecrest, Missouri ............................................July 1-8
Camp Hye Sierra, California ........................................July 1-8
Camp Woodmen, Alabama ................................................ TBA
Northwest Camp, Oregon ......................................July 22-29
Winter Camp, Wisconsin ..................................Dec. 27-Jan. 2

2018 Theme:  
“God’s Vision for You”

Compass Check
Compass Check magazine is mailed each 
quarter to all teens who live in the U.S., 
ages 12-18. If you are not receiving Com-
pass Check and live in the U.S., please re-
quest your free subscription by e-mailing 
compasscheck@ucg.org and include your 
name, address, birth date and the name of 
the United congregation you attend.
If you do not live in the U.S. you can read 
all Compass Check issues online at 
ucg.org/members/compass-check.
This magazine is written specifically for 
you as a teen, and it is our hope that 
Compass Check will be encouraging and 
instructive for you.

International Camp Dates
Camp San Gil, Colombia ........................................... June 21-26 
British Isles Summer Camp, England ............July 27-Aug. 15
German Preteen Camp ........................................ July 29-Aug. 2

$


