[image: image1.jpg]GHALLENGERT T

Mentoring Tomorrow’s Leaders




CHALLENGER WEST 2016 — Application Process
WIND RIVERS WILDERNESS EXPEDITION
August 7-16, 2016
Sponsored by: United Church of God, an International Association

Dear Challenger West Applicant,

Thank you for your interest in Challenger West 2016.  This page will serve as the overview of the application process, requirements and deadlines.  Please read this carefully, as it is significantly different from applications for United Youth Camp or other young adult activities. While we have specific deadlines listed below, we strongly encourage anyone who is interested in Challenger West 2016 to apply as soon as practically possible.  This is due to the limited number of participants we can accept (10-14) and the necessary advanced preparation (considerably more than in years past).

Application Phase 1:  Items due by April 3, 2016
· The three pages below, which constitute your official application.  Everything must be filled-out and included.
· A check for $100, made out to “United Church of God, IA” with a note that it is for Challenger West 2016.
· The completed Health Form, including physical exam (4 pages).
· All documents and photo need to be sent in hard copy to the address listed below.
Application Phase 2: April 3 – May 8, 2016
· If I do not know you well, or if I have questions about your application, I may want to conduct a face-to-face or Skype interview.  This will not apply to everyone.
· Acceptances will be sent via e-mail by May 8, 2016 (or sooner, if possible).  Acceptances will contingent upon fulfilling the requirements below.
Application Phase 2:  Items due by June 5, 2016
· 30-minute run test – i.e. how far can you run in 30 minutes, without stopping. (Please simply e-mail the distance to me.)

· Target distance: 2.5 – 3.0 miles.

· Affirmation that you have completed the required reading in “True North” (will be sent to you upon provisional acceptance).
All communications from me will be conducted by e-mail, phone call, or the Challenger West 2016 Facebook group (which I will add you to upon receipt of your application).  I can also answer questions via text-messaging (513-288-2869) – but I am slow! You are more than welcome to contact me at any time with any questions you may have. 

I look forward to receiving your application, and hope you can join us at Challenger West 2016!

Matthew Fenchel

Home: 513-943-4574
Cell: 513-288-2869
Director


E-mail: fenchelmc@fuse.net
CHALLENGER WEST 2016 — Participant Application
WIND RIVER WILDERNESS EXPEDITION
August 7-16, 2016
Sponsored by: United Church of God, an International Association
Please read the Challenger West Program Description and full details online before completing this application.  (This application can be filled in & saved.)
	

	

	

	

	


Describe any training, experience or certifications you have that are related to backpacking, rock-climbing or wilderness activities.

	


Swimming Proficiency:        Can’t swim         Beginner         Intermediate        Skilled         Lifeguard
REFERENCES… Please list three non-family references who know you well.
	1. 
	Relationship:
	Phone:

	2. 
	Relationship:
	Phone:

	3. 
	Relationship: 
	Phone:


	PERSONAL STATEMENT
	
	


After reading the Program Description, please answer the questions below. Answers need to be specific and they need to demonstrate personal reflection on what you want to accomplish at Challenger, and what you can contribute to it. You are welcome to use more than this one page, if necessary.  No hand-written entries, please.
1.  Describe some things you have heard about Challenger West.  What aspects of Challenger excite you about participating?
2.  Challenger West is a great opportunity to learn more about yourself, who you want to become, and how to make changes. This is important knowledge for individual and group leadership.  Briefly discuss three (3) characteristics about yourself that you would like to explore / grow in at Challenger West. These can be spiritual in nature, but can address other areas as well.  (Use 2-3 sentences per area.) 
3.  Challenger West is not simply a “guided tour” of great scenery. It is an intensive immersion program that is designed to make a difference in all participants.  As a result, it requires full participation in an active group dynamic. Briefly discuss three (3) strengths that you will bring to this program that will help individuals and the group achieve significant results from this adventure.  These can be spiritual in nature, but can address other areas as well.  (Use 2-3 sentences per strength.)
4.  Challenger West actually begins before arrival in Wyoming.  It begins with preparation – reading and physical conditioning.  Briefly describe, providing some detail, about your plan to accomplish the required reading and to be in excellent physical condition for this program.
5.  Briefly describe your current work, career or student status, and your plans for the next 3-5 years.

       CHALLENGER WEST 2016 —  EXPEDITION AGREEMENT & RELEASE—SIGNATURE REQUIRED
Challenger West will maintain a high standard of conduct and dress, based on God's laws. These standards and rules include, but are not limited to:  No possession or use of alcohol, tobacco or illegal drugs; no sexual misconduct, theft, smoking, disorderly conduct, profanity, destruction of property or refusal to cooperate fully with the program staff. Jewelry and clothing that is inconsistent with an active wilderness, spiritual leadership program will not be allowed. Firearms or other weapons (except pocketknives) may not be brought without the written permission of the director. Under certain circumstances, I am aware that a search of my belongings or living quarters may be made in my presence by program staff. Participants who do not comply with the program's rules and standards, or whose conduct or attitude undermines the positive environment and objectives of the program, or who have made any false, misleading or incomplete statement in this application are subject to being dismissed. If the participant is dismissed, he or she will be sent home at his or her own expense.

By my signature below, I also hereby give consent and permission to the non-exclusive, non-commercial reproduction, publication or use by United Church of God, an International Association ("Church") or anyone authorized by them, of any pictures or photographs (still, video or  motion, individual or group), taken of me at Challenger West or its related activities (including travel) or, if taken during any other Church-related  activities, together with any caption or descriptive material, including the individual/participant’s name, without compensation to the undersigned. Said picture(s) may be used without limitation, on Church Web site(s), in Church publications, in "Festival" or other videos or promotions created by the Church, in Church-sponsored advertising or in any television program or broadcast approved by the Church.

I am aware of the activities of Challenger West and I believe I am in very good health and can participate in strenuous activities and the usual routine associated with Challenger West. I am aware that there are inherent risks associated with this activity, including but not limited to injury or death due to falling rock or falls from rock, failure of equipment, exposure to severe weather, and other risks associated with adventure activities in the outdoors/wilderness. In consideration of being allowed to participate in Challenger West, I hereby release, indemnify, save and hold harmless and covenant not to sue the United Church of God, an International Association, their officers, Council of Elders, agents, employees, volunteers and helpers and any other related entity (hereinafter collectively called the "Church") from all actions, claims, demands or suits which are based upon, or result from injuries sustained by the applicant arising out of, or in the course of, said applicant’s participation or attendance at Challenger West, even if caused by the Church’s negligence. This release, however, shall not be applicable to claims covered by the Church’s liability insurance, but is applicable to claims not covered by that insurance. It is highly recommended that you have your own insurance protection since you are participating at your own risk.

Applicant: I have read, fully understand, and agree to the foregoing and will comply with all the rules and standards of the program and its staff. I understand and agree with its implications and the stated consequences.  I agree to participate fully in all aspects of the Challenger West program – both advance preparation and on-site activities.
Print Name  

Applicant Signature  


Date  

Mail this application, along with the Health & Insurance form and $100 tuition, by April 3, 2016 to:
Matthew Fenchel


Home: 513-943-4574
Cell: 513-288-2869
1175 McKinley Court 

E-mail: fenchelmc@fuse.net
Batvia, OH 45103
There is a $100 fee to participate in this program.  Participants are expected to provide all of their own food, backpacking supplies, sleeping bag, fishing gear & license, and meet all of their own transportation costs.  Tents, cooking gear and all equipment for rock-climbing are provided by the Challenger West program. The book “True North” will also be provided by the Challenger West program. 
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PLEASE ATTACH A


RECENT PHOTO

















(A current photo is required for insurance & emergency management purposes).�
�
PERSONAL INFORMATION — Please print clearly or type.�
�
�
Last Name (print): �
First�
Middle�
�
�



Address:�
�
�



City:�



State:�



Zip:�
�
�



Telephone: (	)�



Email:�
�
�



Birth date:  	/ 	/�



Are you a baptized member? 	Yes  	 No�
�
�
�
�
Date of Photo?�
�



Age by July 15:�



Do you attend services regularly?  		 Yes    		 No�
Office Use Only





Date Recd.   	 Tuition Paid   	  Health History   	 Physical Exam   	


12-min. test  	 Travel/Info. form  	 �
�
�



Congregation:�



Pastor:�
�
�
�



	 Male   	 Female   	 Single		 Married�
�
�
�



T-shirt Size:  :     __     S               M               L               XL               XXL�
�
�
�
EXPERIENCE�
�
�
�
If you served on United Youth Camps staff, a Youth Corps project, or attended a Challenger


program, list below the five (5) most recent. 


Year	     Camp/Program	Director	Staff Job/ Experience�
�
�
�









