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Letter From the Pres ident

Dear Campers, Parents and Camp Volunteers,

Welcome to an exciting year and important new 
beginning at United Youth Camps!

Jesus Christ prayed to the Father about His disciples: 
“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world” (John 17:16). And He clarified: “I do not pray 
that You should take them out of the world, but that 
You should keep them from the evil one” (verse 15). 
Although Jesus sent us into the world to do His work 
(verse 18), we separate ourselves from and do spiri-
tual battle with the devil and his temptations and the 
destructive pressures in this world.

Our teenagers face some of the biggest spiritual 
battles in this age. They are each called to be a “good 
soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 4:2-3). Just like 
every physical soldier needs time away from the bat-
tlefield, Jesus and the Father have lovingly provided 
our camper-aged children with United Youth Camps 
for spiritual “R and R” (rest and relaxation) away 
from the wrong influences of the world. Thus camp 
builds on the principle of the weekly Sabbath, the an-
nual Holy Days—and especially the fall Feast of just 
over a week of inspiration, learning and rejuvenation. 

From its inception, the United Youth Camps program 
has given campers and staff wonderful opportunities 
at a spiritual and recreational oasis in the midst of 
modern society’s moral desert. The Christian living 
theme of camp this year is: “A World Away From 
the World.” That theme serves as an effective way to 
describe what we call at camp the Zone. The Zone is 
a secure place to grow and learn—away from Satan’s 
world—where campers can anticipate a little of what 
the Kingdom of God will be like.

United Youth Camps offer safe and supportive envi-
ronments where campers can face exciting challenges 

and enjoy the success from their victories. 
The many enjoyable recreational and learning 
activities provide fun without regrets. Campers 
and staff learn how to support one another—
and to enjoy the many benefits of that support. 
At camp, no one is left out. Put-downs are not 
allowed. Build-ups are always encouraged. 

Camps are well organized and carefully struc-
tured so that we can maximize enjoyment and 
learning. The most important thing we empha-
size is for campers to build positive relation-
ships with God and with each other. Thus the 
Christian Living classes are the center of our 
program.

Campers and staff truly enter a world of adven-
ture, opportunity, fun and success that is com-
pletely different from what we too often experi-
ence in the world around us. A Camp Woodmen 
camper commented last year: “When I first got to 
camp, it felt like I had never left because the Zone 
just gives this instant feeling of comfort and sup-
port that you can’t find anywhere else.” I agree with 
that wholeheartedly as my wife LeeAnn and I have 
served as staff at several United Youth Camps—and 
there is really nothing like them!

What more is there to say? Whether you’re a camper-
aged teen or an adult volunteering to serve on staff, 
read this brochure—and then come to camp! It is a 
fantastic “world away from the world”—a great place 
to strengthen and refresh true Christian soldiers—
with wonderful memories and experiences to last a 
lifetime.

  Dennis Luker



In Matthew 13 Jesus Christ described His Kingdom in a 
parable. He described a man coming across a fabulous treasure 
while passing through a field. He realized that the treasure 
was of such value that it was worth selling everything that 
he owned in order to purchase the field. What would you 
give in order to acquire a field with such a treasure?

The purpose of our camp program is to show you—the youth 
of the Church—that field with the treasure of God’s soon-
coming Kingdom. Come to camp and you will learn how to 
acquire the treasure that is offered to you. But do you have 
enough money to purchase the field in order to acquire 
its treasure? If you do not have the funds to pay for camp, 
what can you do to ensure that you will be able to go?

Where Do You Begin?
Begin your quest to be part of camp by going to the greatest 

resource that you have. God, more than anyone, wants you 
to become acquainted with the true riches that He offers. 
Jesus stated, “For your heavenly Father knows that you need 
all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” God 
knows you. He knows what you need, but He wants you to ask Him 
as you would ask your mom or dad for something that you need.

Finding a Job
God will do His part in helping you find a job. But you have 

a part to play in the job hunt as well. Speak to your parents, 
friends, Church members, neighbors and relatives about your 
desire to find a job. In many cases, people are able to find jobs 
because they get the inside track through someone that they know.

Check newspapers, websites, bulletin boards at libraries and 
supermarkets to see what is available. If you are willing to do a 

job such as yard work, babysitting or other service, print up 
flyers and pass them around your neighborhood. Many people 
looking for those who can offer a service are happy to hire 
someone who has the positive goal of attending summer camp.

It may be that other young people from your church 
area also desire to attend camp. If that is the case, you 
might be able to put together a fund-raising effort such 
as a service project, garage sale, candy or bake sale.

It ’s Worth It!
In the parable Christ gave us in Matthew 13, He tells 

us that man who found the treasure realized it was 
worth whatever price that he needed to pay. Your goal 
of going to camp offers you a similar treasure. Keeping 
your goal in mind will provide motivation and your 
camp experience will help you to acquire an invaluable 
treasure you will cherish throughout your life,
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Treasure for Treasure:  Money for Camp

by Gary Smith, Camp Pinecrest director



Over the years, United Youth Camps have hosted thousands of campers. 
We have watched parents of young campers hug their children and wipe 
away tears as they register them into camp. A week later, these same 
parents break out in smiles as they sign their campers out of camp. 
Soon they have become seasoned camp parents who have seen the benefits 
of camp year after year in the development of their children. 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 
127:1). We hope that you will happily send your campers to us. We solicit your 
continued prayers, involvement and support of the UYC program. Here are some 
of the ways that you can help prepare your camper to step into a different 
world:

Prayer 
We encourage you to give daily prayer to 
the program. Please start now by spend-
ing time praying with your children for the 
success of the UYC program. You can pray 
with them about the decision as to which 
camp to attend, all the behind the scenes 
work and preparation, and for God’s 
blessing on all of our regional camps. 

by David Dobson, Camp Woodmen 
assistant camp director

Christian Living 
Camp is a time for getting along with 
others, making friends and cooperating 
with the staff. It is a time to leave the 
world’s attitudes at home and deter-
mine to get along with everyone else. 
It is a time to follow rules and think of 
others first. It is a time to “raise the 
bar” on our language and behavior.  

Bible Study 
Each camp’s senior staff will plan themes 
for this year’s Christian Living classes, life 
skills classes, compass checks, Bible classes 
and special Bible studies. Stress to your 
teen that the study of God’s Word will be 
a primary focus of camp.  

Service
As the saying goes, “Many hands make 
light work.” Everyone has to pitch in to 
care for the facility and see to the needs 
of those involved. Jesus was the greatest 
Servant to ever walk the earth. He serves as 
our model as we focus on building a camp 
that is pleasing to God.  

Summer 2011          5
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From L ittle Camper to G odly Leader

When I was first coerced into going to camp, I was 
a 13-year-old kid who was absolutely terrified by the 
idea of leaving my parents and facing the challenges 
of camp. The first person I met at camp was my 
counselor. As soon as he spotted me, he came right 
over and made me feel welcome. The help he gave me 
when settling in the dorm and his excitement to see 
me really made an impact on me. It amazed me how 
dedicated my counselor was–ever supportive and ready 
to help.

Through my many years as a camper, I realized that 
this trait was not unique to my first camp friend. 
Every counselor I interacted with was dedicated to the 
job. The sacrifices the staff made to make campers 
comfortable–to put them first–impressed me. Not 
only did they display genuine love, but they were 
also confident in their faith, setting such a powerful 
example. Suddenly, honoring God wasn’t an oddity 
among the world; it was cool.

Eventually, my time as a camper was up, and I 
wasn’t about to let the fun stop. However, it was a 
big decision to graduate from camper to staff (if my 
application was accepted). Mindful of the examples of 
all the staff I had observed in the past several years, 
I applied and was accepted as an assistant counselor. 
That acceptance letter filled me with excitement and 
dread. 

I was to continue my camp experience; however, 

that also meant I needed to transform myself from a 

little camper to a godly leader. The weight of their 

examples pressed down on me. If I was going to be 

a counselor, I would need to emulate the fabulous 

examples of previous staff. Eventually camp started, and as it turns out, self-

sacrifice is hard work! That week was one of the 

longest weeks of my life! But being there, passing on 

the example shown to me, was a tremendous growth 

experience for the campers and also for me. With 

God’s help, I was able to put my campers first, and 

to enjoy doing so. Counseling taught me the beauty 

of serving!

b y  Aa r o n  Me i d i ng e r



In August 2010 on the beauti ful Oregon coast at Rockaway Beach, 18 g irls 
and two counselors settled into dorm G-4 at Northwest Camp. Coming from 
eight d i f ferent U.S. states and Canada, we were a d iverse group of young lad ies 
who were about to spend one week of their lives 
together becoming sisters. 

It wasn’ t that we all had the same likes and 
interests that made us so close, but it was the 
fact that we shared the same fa ith and, over 
the course of the week, got to share experiences 
and make memories. Some of us had known each 
other from previous camp experiences together 
and some were brand new to camp at Northwest, 
but we pulled together to make a strong team of 
young women. We ate, slept, played and laughed 
together. Through victories and defeats, we 
were a team of sisters. Most importantly, we 
strengthened our fa ith together. Christian living 
classes every morning made us start our day by focusing on God and lessons in 
practica l Christianity.

One lesson that stood out to me was the lesson of “10 and 2.” When learning 
how to drive, we are told to keep our hands on the wheel at the clock positions 
of 10 and 2. This helps the driver mainta in control o f the car and keep moving 
in the right d irection. However, th is principle not only applies to driving, but 
as we learned at camp, it applies to li fe. Ten and 2 are the positions on the 
fi gurative steering wheel o f li fe. The “10” stands for the Ten Commandments and 
“2” represents the two great commandments. 

As with driving, we can keep our li fe on the stra ight and narrow path i f we 

follow the rule of “10 and 2.” God places 
the Ten Commandments in our li fe to keep 
us on track and the two great summary 
commandments help make sure our priorities 
are right. We will be on the stra ight path i f 
we follow the instructions in Matthew 22:37-

39: “Love the Lord your God will a ll your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind… Love your neighbor as yourself.”

When we make God a priority in our lives, He g ives us clear d irections. When 
we make sure we don’ t put ourselves above others, it keeps us off Satan’s path of 
self-righteousness and pride. So the two great commandments are like the general 
instructions God g ives us for our lives, and the Ten Commandments are the 
speci fic laws of the road that make sure we get to our final destination sa fely. 

This is only one of the many lessons learned at camp th is past summer, and I 
will a lways recall it as I get beh ind the wheel.
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Camp Comments 

It was my first year at camp, and I loved it. I have learned 
so many  new things and I truly appreciate it (Northwest).

I feel that in the Zone, you discover who you could be if 
you develop yourself in God and the truth (Northwest).

Our counselors brought out the best in 
everyone in the dorm while being positive 
examples of God’s way of life (Hye Sierra).

Camp helped me see how important t he kids are 
to t he future of t he Church (Pinecrest, staff)

All of the campers and sta ff at camp th is year acted incred ibly in the 
face of a huge trial of illness at camp. I ’ve never seen anyth ing like it, 
and I th ink the entire camp was phenomenal (Winter Camp, sta ff)
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Even at the age of 15 , my daughter 
is already discussing baptism. It is 
something she wants, (Pinecrest, parent). 

The opportunity to see God’s way in action 
outside of the home and with peers impacts 
them; they want to become more l ike Christ 
themselves. Having them experience the 
care of adults also impacts them because 
they feel loved (Winter Camp, parent)

My son comes home mot ivated to s tudy the 
Bible, pray and seems energized to cont inue 
in thi s way of l ife (Heri tage, parent).



Cell phones are best left at home or with 
your parents, but if you bring a cell phone to 
camp, please surrender it at registration. It will 
be returned to you when you check out of camp. 
Cell phone usage for calling home during camp 
is at the individual camp director’s discretion.  

Candy or snacks. Leave these at home 
so ants or rodents aren’t attracted to your 
sleeping quarters. Parents, please do not mail 
“care packages” of sweets to your camper.  

Alcohol, tobacco products or illegal 
drugs. Prescription drugs must be turned in 
at registration to the camp medical team. 

Rollerblades, skateboards or scooters. 

Expensive jewelry (including valuable 
watches) or large amounts of cash.

Body piercings (other than earrings for girls).

Tight or revealing clothing, short shorts, 
clothing that shows underwear; no bare 
midriffs, halter-tops or immodest swimwear.

Improper wording or mes-
sages on clothing or camp gear.

Frayed or torn “grunge” clothing.

Dark gothic apparel or adorn-
ment (including black nail polish).

Electronics: All types of music players, 
headphones, video games, computers, walkie-
talkies, iPods, MP3 players, DVD players, 
TVs, radios, etc. The list goes on and on.  

Matches, lighters, fireworks, firearms or 
other weapons (except pocket knives) unless 
written permission is given by the camp director.

What NOT to Bring to Camp

Fantasy games, tarot cards and other 
“dark world” materials (Deuteronomy 18:9-14). 

Bible  and notebook

Positive attitude

Sunscreen
Sleeping bag/pillow

Appropriate-length hair

Backpack or suitcase
•	 Clothes for the week
•	 Sneakers (hiking boots for some camps)
•	 Toiletries
•	 Appropriate swimsuit/water shoes
•	 Towels/washcloths
•	 Sabbath attire
•	 Necessary sports equipment (e.g. 

baseball glove, knee pads, swim goggles)

Daypack 
•	 Water bottle
•	 Camera
•	 Appropriate sports 

equipment for day’s activities

What TO Bring to Camp
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Camp Cotubic
Bel l f o n ta i n e ,  O h i o

We are pleased to offer a 
new camp in the Northeast 
this year—Camp Cotubic 
near Bellfontaine, Ohio. 
Camp Cotubic is set on 
a beautiful (and fun!) 
14-acre lake and has 150 
acres of open and wooded 

grounds. It is located approximately 60 miles 
northwest of Columbus and about 60 miles 
northeast of Dayton. 

The dates for Camp Cotubic are June 19 to 26 
(with staff arriving one to two days in advance). 
Campers should plan their arrival sometime be-
tween 2 and 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 19. Campers 
will depart by 10 a.m. on Sunday, June 26. Those 
planning to fly should book tickets through the 
Columbus International Airport. We will offer 
no-cost transportation between Camp Cotubic 
and the Columbus airport. 

Activities
Our focus at every camp is the building of 

lifelong relationships with God and each other. 
Thus, each day will start with an interactive Bible 
study. Additional question-and-answer sessions 
(focusing on biblical and Christian living topics) 
will also be offered during camp. Every day will 
end with a lively campfire program that will in-
clude songs, skits, stories, challenges and games. 
So bring your talents and imagination with you!

Campers will also be able to participate in your 

favorite activities and to simply enjoy additional 
time with new and old friends during free time 
in the evenings. Camp will finish strong with 
a restful and inspiring Sabbath, to be followed 
with a final banquet and dance. 

Activities that we plan to offer include basket-
ball, volleyball, archery, swimming, high ropes, 
challenge course, canoeing/kayaking, football, 
softball, arts and crafts, climbing wall/zip-line, 
wilderness and outdoor education, media and 
dance. (Activities are subject to change, depend-
ing upon staff qualifications and other factors.)

In addition, there will be plenty of time at the 
lake with a blob, trampoline, 170-foot waterslide, 
paddleboats, giant swing and fishing spots. We 
are also looking into either horseback riding or 
possibly a river canoe trip nearby. 

Housing and Cost
Housing for campers and staff are in 

comfortable cabins and lodges, with plenty 
of shower and bathroom facilities. To preview 
this fine facility, please visit the Camp Cotubic 
website at www.campcotubic.com.

We welcome campers aged 12 to 18 years old 
(including 2011 high-school graduates). Adults 
18 years old and older (and a high-school gradu-
ate) are encouraged to apply as staff. We always 
need mature, fun workers whose first priority is 
the needs of the campers. Camper tuition is $240 
(if sent in before May 1) or $260 (if sent in after 
May 1). There is no cost for staff.

Apply early on-line at http://uyc.ucg.org and 
help make our first year at Camp Cotubic a great 
one! We look forward to having you there.

Matthew Fenchel, 
director

Age Range : 12 to 18 

Fees :  Campers, $260 ($240 if 
mailed on or before May 1); staff, no 
charge 

Dates :  June 19 to 26

Send Signature 
Form and Check 
to : 
Matthew Fenchel
1175 McKinley Court
Batavia, OH   45103
Phone: (513) 943-4574 
E-mail: Matthew_Fenchel@ucg.org
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Hye S ierra
Camp Hye Sierra offers campers 

and staff a week-long adventure 
full of Zone-focused activities, 
friends, fun and spiritual discus-
sions. Set among the majestic pines 
and redwoods of California’s Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, this beautiful 
camp is located near the entrance 
of Kings Canyon and Sequoia Na-
tional Parks, where several of our 
activities are conducted.

A wide variety of activities are 
planned for the camp including 
kayaking, fishing, dancing, vol-
leyball, archery, challenge course, 
basketball, speedaway, capture the 
flag, hiking amidst the majestic gi-
ant sequoias, and rock climbing and 
rappelling for campers ages 14 and 
up (we are restricted from offering 
this activity to younger campers). 

To top it off, campers and staff 
will enjoy our end-of-camp banquet 
and dance—always the highlight 
of camp! We also offer a variety of 
evening activities including Novelty 
Olympics, free time and evening 
campfires with camper skits. We 
are excited to announce a jour-
nalism class complete with a Hye 
Sierra camp magazine for all to take 
home.

Campers and Staff will join 
together each morning with a 
Compass Check to set our spiritual 
course for the day. We will also of-
fer a mid-day biblical class to help 
address topics that are pertinent to 
our teens and young adults. In the 
evening we will come together to 

enjoy Christian Living classes and 
q-and-a sessions, which connect 
biblical principles, values and tools 
with real-life situations. And don’t 
worry! There will be plenty of time 
to spend with new and old friends, 
building lasting relationships. Liv-
ing in the Zone and making God’s 
way our true focus in life is our 
highest goal and most important 
activity at camp! 

Staff Information
We have many service opportuni-

ties for good counselors and activity 
staff, especially for those with ex-
perience in kayaking, rock climbing 
and the waterfront. We are also in 
need of drivers, kitchen staff, those 
certified in lifesaving, CPR and/
or wilderness First Aid and nurs-
ing. Staff members must arrive on 
Friday, July 1, for staff training.

Transportation 
and Location 

Camp Hye Sierra is located about 
45 miles east of Fresno, Califor-
nia, on Route 180. For those flying 
into the Fresno airport, we will 
arrange transportation to camp 
if you provide us with your flight 
information. Campers should arrive 
at camp between 3 and 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 3, for registration. De-
parture is 8 to 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
July 10.

Ed Dowd, 
director

Fres n o ,  C a l i f o r n i a

Age Range : 12 to 18 

Fees :  Campers, $325 ($305 if mailed on 
or before May 1); high school staff, $150; adult 
staff, no charge 

Dates :  Ju ly 3 to 10 

Send Signature Form 
and Check to : 
Ed Dowd, Camp Hye Sierra
1425 N Chambers St
Wichita, KS  67212
Phone: (316) 722-3248 
E-mail: Ed_Dowd@ucg.org



Woodmen

Age Range : 12 to 18 

Fees :  Campers, $225; staff, no charge 

Dates :  Ju ly 3 to 10 

Send Signature Form 
and Check to : 
Shawn Cortelyou
3516 W. Village Road
LaPorte, IN 46350
Phone: (219) 369-6362 
E-mail: Shawn_Cortelyou@ucg.org
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This summer marks our fourteenth year 
at Camp Woodmen, Alabama! Over the 
years, an outstanding working relationship 
has developed with the camp owners. We 
will continue our tradition of daily Chris-
tian Living classes along with a greater 
biblical focus throughout the week.  

The daily program schedule will include 
many of the following activities: archery, 
basketball, dance, f lag football, high ropes 
course, low ropes initiatives, outdoor living 
skills/orienteering, rif lery, sand volleyball, 
softball, speedaway, swimming and water 
sliding. The entire camp will sing a theme 
hymn each evening before dismissal to the 
dorms. Senior staff members will visit the 
camper dorms before “lights out” time.  

Dates and Times
Staff members should plan to attend an 

afternoon Sabbath service on July 2 in the Gads-
den, Alabama, area. Additional staff orientation 
and training will follow that evening. Specific 
details will be sent later to all staff members.  
Staff training and orientation will continue at 
the camp Sunday, July 3 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Camper registration will be conducted from 
3 to 5 PM on Sunday, July 3. Checkout and 
departure for everyone will be from 9 to 11 
a.m. on Sunday, July 10. We will need to com-
pletely vacate the facility before noon that day. 

Transportation
We recommend the Birmingham airport 

(BHM) for those f lying to camp this sum-

mer. Transportation from the Birmingham 
airport to camp and back will be provided. 
Staff members should plan their f lights to 
arrive in time for the afternoon Sabbath ser-
vice and evening staff training on July 2. 

We ask parents to help us by planning camp-
ers’ f light arrivals in the late morning or early 
afternoon on Sunday, July 3. Preferred times for 
airport departures on Sunday, July 10 are mid-
morning and no later than early afternoon.  

Staff Needs
Once again this year we need staff mem-

bers who hold current certifications as archery 
instructor, camp nurse, lifeguard, and rif lery 
instructor. Several are needed who hold cur-
rent certification in First Aid and CPR. Addi-
tionally, we need experienced adults who can 
supervise sports and conduct classes such as 
low ropes initiatives and outdoor living skills. 

We have a great need for devoted counsel-
ors and assistant counselors. As always, we 
need several to assist with food service and 
laundry. Questions about specific staff needs 
should be directed to the camp director.  

We solicit your prayers for God’s blessing on 
our efforts to build a safe Christian zone that 
provides a foretaste of God’s Kingdom. Partici-
pants can expect a well-structured and safe pro-
gram that provides challenging activities and 
the opportunity to make life-long friendships. 
Come and help us make your experience at Camp 
Woodmen 2011 one you will cherish forever!  

Shawn Cortelyou,
director

B l o u n t s v i l l e ,  A l a ba ma



Northwest

Age Range : 
12 to 18 

Fees :  Campers, $315; high school staff, 
$150; adult staff, no charge (Canadian checks/
money orders must be in U.S. dollars only)

Dates :  Ju ly 25 to 31 

Send Signature 
Form and Check to : 
Rex Sexton, Director
PO Box 317
Wauna, WA 98395
Phone: (360) 798-2921
Fax: (866) 221-5926
E-mail: Rex_Sexton@ucg.org

Roc ka wa y  B ea ch ,  Oreg o n

Northwest Camp will again be held on the 
beautiful coast of the Pacific Ocean, two hours 
west of Portland, Oregon. The camp facility, 
Camp Magruder, resides along one of the most 
pristine stretches of ocean and beach in the 
Pacific Northwest. The large acreage is located 
south of the small coastal community of Rocka-
way Beach, Oregon. The cabins and lodges are 
surrounded by a dunes-and-forest landscape 
that includes a wetlands and a freshwater lake.

Activities
Christian Living classes will anchor the camp 

schedule, including a daily theme. They will 
help us live in the Zone, an atmosphere that 
reflects the Kingdom of God. One evening, 
a “Life Skills” class will emphasize a topic of 
interest to the campers. Several q-and-a ses-
sions will be held throughout the camp. We 
will end our camp day with a beach campfire as 
we watch the sun set over the Pacific Ocean.

Several activities will be held on the beach 
including volleyball, boogie boarding and a 
beach cookout. Additional activities will include 
many of the following: lake swimming, basket-
ball, waterskiing, kayaking, archery, arts and 
crafts, dance class, speedaway, softball and end-
of-camp dinner banquet and dance. Additional 
time for enjoyable fellowship will be planned. 

A great camp experience includes build-
ing close friendships with those of like mind 
and taking home spiritual principles to use 
throughout life. Our goal is to establish a godly 
atmosphere in which campers can be enriched 
for a lifetime from their camp experience.

Transportation
Campers should arrive at Northwest 

Camp between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 24. Campers can plan 
their departure on Sunday, July 31, 
between 10 and 11 a.m. If you plan 
to fly to camp, free transportation 
to and from the Portland airport to 
Northwest Camp will be provided. 
Please schedule your f light to arrive 
at the Portland airport between 11 
a.m. and 2 p.m. on July 24. Departure f lights from 
the Portland airport should be between 12:30 
and 3 p.m. on July 31. Please note that we will 
not be able to accept campers before 2 p.m. on July 
24 since we need the time for staff preparation.

Staff
We appreciate our staff for their service and 

dedication to the campers. We are looking for 
devoted staff to serve as counselors. Counsel-
ing staff will need to arrive a day early to begin 
their team building and counselors’ training at 
1 p.m. on Friday, July 22. The rest of the staff 
should plan to arrive at camp in time for Sabbath 
services mid-afternoon on July 23. Following 
a camp dinner there is staff training Saturday 
night and on Sunday morning until noon.

Deadline for all staff and camper applications is 
May 1, so apply now. We are looking forward to a 
profitable camp experience on the beautiful Pacif-
ic coast this summer. We hope to see you there!

Rex Sexton
director
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Pinecrest
Freder ic kt o w n ,  M i s s o u r i

The Pinecrest Camp facility is located in 
the scenic, wooded countryside of south-
east Missouri. With over fifteen years 
at this wonderful camp, we have devel-
oped an activity-packed week filled with 
challenges for the mind and body.

Activities
Campers will practice teamwork and 

sharpen or develop new skills at speedaway, 
softball, rock climbing, rappelling, volley-
ball and ropes course. Other activities include 
archery, riflery, swimming in an indoor 
pool and catapulting off “the Blob” into the 
lake. Our canoeing program includes time 
on the lake as well as a daylong float trip on 
one of the beautiful Ozark-region rivers.

The dorms are all comfortable and air-condi-
tioned. The showers are hot (if you are an early 
riser), and the food is a camper’s dream—perhaps 
the best in the entire UYC program! And all this 
for less than $40 per day (if you pay by May 1)! 

United Youth Camps are more than just activi-

ties and comfort, and that understanding is cen-
tral to the design of the Pinecrest program. We 
focus strongly on how to live in order to please 
our Creator. A 15-minute “Compass Check” 
starts each day to help us live the Zone, an 
atmosphere that reflects the Kingdom of God.

 Except for the one-time girls-only and guys-
only session, each day ends with a question-
and-answer session in our Christian Living 
session. This q-and-a period serves to mentally 
stimulate campers and staff alike as we come 
to understand God’s way of life more fully. 
The schedule also includes plenty of quality 
fellowship time for everyone, along with fun 
social activities like Novelty Olympics.

Staff
Many on our highly qualified staff return 

year after year, gaining experience and grow-
ing in their ability to serve our campers. 
Our dedicated staff and exemplary camp-
ers create an environment where every-
one comes together with a unique spirit of 

understanding and growth in godly char-
acter. The United Youth Camp experience 
creates a special esprit de corps unlike any-
thing experienced outside God’s Church!

If you would like to join our staff, please 
note that staff workers must be 18 years of 
age or older and need the recommendation 
of their pastor. Every staff member must 
complete precamp training. Some activities 
require specialized training or experience.

All campers should arrive between 
1 and 4 p.m. on Sunday, July 31, and 
will depart by 10 a.m. on Sunday, Aug. 
7. Staff meetings will be on July 30.

Pinecrest Camp is located 100 miles 
south of St. Louis, near Fredericktown, Mis-
souri. The St. Louis airport is approximately 
two hours away. Transportation directly 
to Pinecrest Camp will be provided free 
of charge for those arriving by plane.

Gary Smith, 
director

Age Range : 12 to 18 

Fees :  Campers, $300; ($285 if 
submitted on or before May 1); staff, 
no charge

Dates :  Ju ly 31 to Aug . 7 

Send Signature 
Form and Check 
to : 
Gary Smith, Camp Pinecrest
690 State Route 551
Waverly, OH 45690
Phone: (740) 708-2393
E-mail: Gary_Smith@ucg.org
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Challenger 
Program

Chall e nger 

E as t

Walk the wilderness. Ascend the heights. Speak of giant trees 
in the forest and of lichen on the rock, of the fish and the 
beasts and birds. Sense the rhythm of the rivers. Bend 
the bow, and calm the din within. Accept the 
challenge of the Master. Marvel at the 
wisdom of the Creator in His creation.

UYC Challenger focuses on teaching wisdom 
and developing leadership potential in 
the young adults of God’s Church. The 
wilderness setting challenges the mind, 
body and spirit to reach deeper, climb 
higher and think more clearly.

The small group program provides intense 
mentoring by ministerial staff. Participants 
learn directly and interactively from 
biblical instruction, experiential discovery 
and by serving as their own support staff. 

This will be a staff building year with very 
limited participation for Challenger West in 
the Wind River Range of the Rocky Mountains 
in Wyoming led by Mark Mickelson. He also assists Oludare 
Akinbo who directs a similar Challenger Program in Plateau 
State in Nigeria.  Challenger East, directed by Randy Stiver, 
plans its initial expedition this summer in the edges 
of the Appalachians featuring a unique blend of hiking, 
traditional archery, nature identification, fly fishing plus 
much more.

Space for Challenger East is limited, so apply soon!

Chall enger 
West

Chall e nger  N iger ia
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UYC–Winter Camp 
to be determined
by Randy Stiver

We are currently in the process of 

procuring a suitable and scenic loca-

tion for Winter Camp 2011. Several 

locations are under active consider-

ation in Wisconsin and elsewhere. 

A decision will be made soon, and 

the happy result will be announced 

shortly.
Winter Camp activities include both 

indoor and outdoor winter sports. 

Skating, broomball, cross country ski-

ing, winter survival and dance charac-

terize our exciting activity mix.

Winter Camp also provides more 

opportunities than usual to meet and 

make friends with other campers be-

cause social time brings everyone to-

gether in the warm meeting hall on 

cold evenings. That coupled with in-

triguing and interactive Bible instruc-

tion helps make Winter Camp an un-

forgettable and often life-changing 

experience!
Find out how much you can learn 

about God and faith in the snow and 

ice. Be bold and come to the cold!

Even when you think you’ve done all you can to avoid 
them, accidents still happen. The question is, when they 
do, are you prepared?  

Campers and volunteer staff are expected to have 
their own insurance to cover medical emergencies when 
attending United Youth Camps. But given today’s eco-
nomic realities, some cannot afford coverage or have 
high deductibles to pay first.  

Consequently, the United Church of God provides an 
accident-medical policy to help cover some of the cost 
for injuries that can occur at Camp. It does not cover 
illnesses—only expenses arising from accidents. 

This policy is a supplement to, not a replacement for, your 
personal insurance. To keep it affordable, the policy requires 
your insurance to pay first. For those who have high deduct-
ibles or no coverage, this policy will pay first.

United Church of God intends to provide this cover-
age each camp year, but that is subject to change 

based on availability and affordability.
As camp approaches, a copy of the policy will be 

provided so parents and volunteer staff can see what is 
and isn’t covered. Be sure to check it out http://uyc.
ucg.org/camp-accident-insurance in mid-June for 
the 2011 policy.

by Chris Anderson

Here is a brief description of what is typically included: 
•	Maximum benefit per person: $50,000;
•	Deductible per incident: $100 (your responsibility);
•	Accidental death benefit: $5,000;
•	Covers expenses incurred for up to two years;
•	Hospital (semi-private), physician, ambulance, chiropractic, 
and other expenses are covered, subject to policy 
limitations.

•	Pre-existing conditions, even if exacerbated by an injury 
at camp, are not covered;

Acc idents Happen



CAMPS 
Around 

the World

The UCG Australian summer camp is 

scheduled for Dec
. 23, 2011, to Jan. 2, 2012. 

Once again, we will provide a
 full schedule 

of challenging activities for both the 

mind and the bod
y. Each day begin

s with 

a Christian Living class followed by 

activities that include dancing, sports, 

speech class, water sports and a whole 

range of physical challenges such as 

high ropes, abseiling and more. Evening 

activities include
 a speech banquet

, games 

night, biblical sk
it evening and da

nces.

We welcome campers (aged 11 to 19) and 

suitably qualified volunteer staff (20 

years and older) f
rom Australia and

 around 

the world. Cost for
 campers is aroun

d $250.

Stephen Clark

E-mail: sclark5@aapt.net.au

Phone: +61 3 97173873

Mobile/Cell: 0420285173

For further detai
ls, contact: 
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Youth Corps participation is planned for the youth camp in Nigeria. The camp includes sports and crafts and various social and team building activities. 
The positive focus at camp helps to build lasting friendships in an atmosphere that is both spiritually focused and fun. Camp runs from Aug. 14 to 22. The entire trip will be approximately Aug. 8 to 24.

Mark Mickelson

United Youth 
Corps–Nigeria
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The 2011 British Isles United Youth Camp 

will take place in England at The Peak 

Centre in Edale, Derbyshire, Friday, July 29, 

to Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011. 

Edale is in Hope Valley, between the 

cities of Sheffield and Manchester. The Peak 

Centre is within walking distance from 

the train station in Edale, which is on the 

Manchester/Sheffield line and was used 

by the Church for Camp in 2010. It offers 

many on-site activities and also provides 

an environment for teens to interact with 

others and with the adult staff. 

Opportunities will be available for 

exploring the surrounding area, which is 

in a national park. The cost per camper has 

been set at 150 pounds. 

For further details, contact: 

David Fenney 

E-mail: david_fenney@ucg.org 

Phone: +44 1925 763576

Camp Kenya is an important training opportunity for our youth in East 
Africa. It also affords young adults and church members opportunities to 
contribute to their own learning experience, which will have a positive 
impact on their lives. 
This year, Camp Kenya will be held Dec. 15 to 21. Camp will be held at the 

UCG complex in Migori, Kenya, with camp director John Elliott and assistant 
camp director John Otieno Owak. Activities will include hiking, football, 
sewing, volleyball, Christian Living, photography, public speaking, crafts, 
team building and agriculture.
United Youth Corps volunteers are also invited to participate in the Camp 

Kenya program.
For additional information, send an e-mail to kenya@ucg.org. 

John Elliott

United Youth Corps-Kenya



Summer fun and adventure is not 
just for teens.  So why wait? You can 
begin enjoying all the blessings and 
benefits of camp as a preteen!

If you could imagine the perfect 
summer for your preteen, it would 
probably include plenty of friends, 
new things to do every day, learn-
ing more about God and a place to 
cool off when the summer weather 
is hot. Well, it’s not just something 
to dream about, it’s exactly what 
we’ve got planned for your preteens 
at our seven camps located around 
the country!

What to Expect!
The fun starts with the right foun-

dation, so our preteen camps make 
every effort to provide the very best 
spiritual foundation for 6 to 12 year 
olds. At camp, learning more about 
God and His way is taught and mod-
eled by dedicated ministers, parents 

and teens. It’s truly a blessing 
to contribute to our preteen’s 
spiritual foundation in the 
fun and unique learning en-
vironment of camp.

Of course the activities 
don’t stop there. Many of 
our camps offer arts and 
crafts, swimming, nature ed-
ucation, archery, horseback 
riding, sing alongs, team 
building and outdoor games—just 
to name few of the things to add to 
the fun.

Last year more than 500 preteens 
from all across the country enjoyed 
and benefited from camp experience 
and over 400 staff members cared 
for and taught those campers!

There are special benefits that 
come from attending a preteen camp 
as well as serving at a camp. What a 
wonderful opportunity to get closer 
to God, meet new friends, get some 
well needed exercise, learn some-
thing about yourself, refresh your 
mind and have fun by learning and 
serving in beautiful, natural sur-
roundings!

Apply for Camp!
Each preteen camp offers a unique 

environment with unique activities 
so each has its own unique camper 
and staff application and mailing ad-
dress. 

If you would like to participate in 
a preteen camp, as a camper or on 
staff, be sure and obtain camp infor-
mation and applications by contact-
ing the director listed on the oppo-
site page. Go to  http://uyc.ucg.org 
for more information.

Our preteen camps operate by 
God’s blessing and the dedicated ser-
vice of committed volunteers. Won’t 
you please consider volunteering to 
help make our 2011 preteen camps 
an exceptional experience?
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Pret ee n  C a m p  i s  f o r  Y o u !
Pr et ee n  C a mps :

by Steve Myers, National Coordina-

tor, United Youth Camps for Preteens
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Great Northwest Welches, ORDates: Aug. 7 to 10For more information:John and Sandy Cafourek
John_Cafourek@ucg.org 
(503) 587-7053

Camp Condor

Bakersfield, CA

Dates: July 10 to 14

For more information:
Nathan and Jacqueline Ekama

n_ekama@yahoo.com  

(602) 507-9095

Camp Ironwood Springs 
Rochester, MNDates: July 24 to 27For more information:Steve and Kathe Myers

kathe@kmtel.com(507) 634-6363

Camp Kiwanis

Jersey Shore, NJ

Dates: June 26 to 29

For more information:
Renita Brummett

Renita@ethanjacobsc
ott.com 

(570) 837-0134

Camp Tomahawk 

Eva, TN

Dates: June 26 to 29

For more information:
Shari and Mike Fooshe

mwfooshecpa@juno.com

(615) 740-7915
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Camp BuckeyePerrysville, OHDates: Aug. 14 to 17For more information:Len and Julie Martinleonard@lmartin.net(614) 588-2637

Camp Colorado
Near Estes Park, CO

Dates: June 26 to 29

For more information:
Mark and Barb Welch

Mark_Welch@ucg.org

(918) 247-4325
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We’re excited to use the online registration 
process again this year. Just go to the United 
Youth Camps Web site, http://uyc.ucg.org, 
to register. The company that provides the 
software we use has not yet finished developing 
an option that will allow each user to log in and 
have basic data “migrate” from one year to 
the next, so this year we’ll each have to enter 
the full data again. But at least it’s online!

Once again, there will be only a few hard-copy 
items for you to sign and mail. Many hospitals 
will not accept “online signatures” for emergency 
medical treatment. In addition, the cost for 
online payment is rather high. So after you have 
completed the online registration you will be asked 
to download one form. Please print and sign that 
form in the proper locations and mail it along with 
your check(s) to the proper camp director(s).

What if you don’t have a computer or are 
otherwise unable to fill in forms online? Don’t 
worry. We will still make paper forms available 
for those unable to use the online registration 
program. Simply contact the camp director(s) 
involved and ask them for an application 
packet. Be sure to fill in all those forms and 
mail them back with the proper payment.

• When you register, be sure to use an 
e-mail address that you check regularly. 
E-mail will become the primary way the 
camp director communicates with you.

• After filling out the application online, 
you must still respond to the automated 
e-mails the system sends you. Specifically,

o You must still upload a current photo 
using the link in the e-mail you’re sent.

o You must print and sign the one downloaded 
file with the signatures and treatment release.

o Mail your check with that printed file.

• If you need scholarship assistance, 
please let the camp director know. He 
will contact the appropriate people to get 
the online scholarship process going.

• Please note, you are not yet accepted. If you 
are accepted, you will receive a separate e-mail 
message from the camp director with any other 

specific information you need for that camp.

• Once you are accepted, you must still give us 
your transportation information. Doing this online, 
as requested by the e-mail the system will send 
you, is the only way to be sure it is recorded in the 
database. Just click the link in the transportation 
e-mail message generated by the system!

Here are some comm
on issues 

that we need your 
help on 

to be sure your ap
plication 

process goes smoot
hly:

Go to the 
United You

th Camps 

Web site a
t http://uy

c.ucg.org

Online Camp Registration
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2011 UYC Fund
• Please indicate the amount you are sending in the spaces below.
• Include your personal identification number (PIN) from your latest United News or Good News label.
• Make your check payable to United Youth Camp Fund.
• Clip out and enclose the completed form, along with your check, in the envelope included in this magazine. (Please do 

NOT use this envelope for applications—applications must go to the individual camp directors.) Thanks!
• Affix postage and mail to: 

United Youth Camp Fund
P.O. Box 541027

Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
 Your PIN:

  U ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___   Donation Amount Enclosed:        $
 Name 

         
 Address      City   State/Province     Zip/Postal Code

You might wonder how you could help the United Youth Camps program be a 
success. There is much you can do. If you know someone who would like to attend 
but might not be able to afford to go, you can sponsor him or her directly or 
through the local church pastor. Also, we have a scholarship fund for those who seek 
assistance through the home office (we give partial rather than full scholarships 
as a general rule). Your donation to the United Youth Camp Fund will be much 
appreciated. 

How Can I Help?
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