CHALLENGER EAST 2O13
Ohio Woods, Water and Wisdom 
July 24-28, 2013
Sponsored by: United Church of God, an International Association
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
What is Challenger?
Challenger is a leadership program for young adults in the Church of God. There are currently two Challenger programs: Challenger West (Wind River Wilderness Expedition) and Challenger East (Ohio Woods, Water and Wisdom).  Each session takes a small, select group of young adults (usually 12-16) who are serious about God’s truth and Church, and gives them focused training in an outdoor setting. Each program revolves around a close mentoring dynamic with a small group of ministers and other adult leaders. The purpose is to provide both physical and spiritual training to those desiring to grow in godly character, leadership skills and in serving others.

Participants learn practical outdoor and adventure skills, as well as how to be better prepared for the future—in terms of both personal growth and service. The Church of God needs leaders and pillars who can not only face difficulties with perseverance and courage, but who will also challenge themselves towards growth in leadership and spiritual maturity. This is one reason why Challenger is in a wilderness/challenge setting. Valuable lessons are learned by facing challenges, discomfort, and even Spartan living conditions in the outdoors.  But it isn’t all a sacrifice of comforts!  
Each Challenger program takes participants out of their normal, everyday lives and brings them into an inspiring setting, free from distractions of the world, and teaches lessons drawn from the wilderness setting. And memories of a dramatic experience help cement other lessons imparted during the course of the experience. For more information be sure to visit our website at uyc.ucg.org.
From the woods and water comes wisdom
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Why Woods, Water and Wisdom?

Wisdom is the fountain of leadership. Challenger is a mentoring-focused wisdom-building experience based in a wilderness setting. The Bible speaks of Solomon’s incredible, God-given wisdom, “He spoke 3000 proverbs, and his songs were 1005” (1 Kings 4:32). But much of the great king’s wisdom was drawn from a detailed understanding of the natural creation: “Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping things, and of fish” (verse 33). 

What is Ohio woods, water and wisdom?
Challenger East is based in Beaver Creek State Park at 12021Echo Dell Road, East Liverpool, Ohio 43920 in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. This is one of Ohio's most scenic parks. Little Beaver Creek, a state and national wild and scenic river, runs through the park’s 2,722 acres of forest wilderness. The rich early American history of the area includes Gaston's Mill, a pioneer village and abandoned canal locks. Near the park is a 2,105 acre Wildlife Area. Challenger will also access a large private land holding adjacent to the park for the roving archery activity. 
The Challenger East experience: 
· Nature identification hiking/exploration
· Instinctive longbow archery instruction

· Roving archery hiking

· Fly casting instruction
· Fly fishing on Little Beaver Creek

· Pioneer-style campfire cooking instruction and practice

· Psalm and poetry recitations

· Daily instruction in wisdom and Christian living

At the end of each day your mind will be jam packed with new thoughts and considerations. Your challenge is to harvest the divine wisdom from your Challenger experiences. Much of your time will be spent in active small group discussions with ministers and adult leaders. Dedicating their time to teach good things, they are tasked with challenging your analysis of your Challenger program and life experiences from the perspective of the principles of God’s Word. They will coach your wisdom development and challenge you to return home with more focus and zeal to prepare yourself for all your future holds – both the sobering, challenging times – and the wonderfully exciting times.

Application Requirements
1.  High school graduates through 30+, single or married. Minimum age is 18.

2.  Must already be demonstrating an interest in serving others and setting a positive example in the local congregation (including regular attendance). More than one recommendation – including local pastor’s – will be involved in the selection of the team accepted for this expedition.

3.  Participants must be in overall good health and interested in maintaining long-term fitness.

4.  A commitment to some consistent training before the trip is essential. While not as athletically demanding as the mountain backpacking, rock climbing Challenger West, the Challenger East program requires practical fitness for hilly woods hiking, archery and fly casting. Training guidelines come with the acceptance packet. A 12-minute fitness test is required as part of the acceptance process.

6.  Certain assignments will be required in preparation for Challenger East. If you are accepted for the 2013 program you will receive a list of famous poems and a selection of Psalms from the Bible. One of your pre-camp assignments will be to select and memorize two of the poems and one Psalm. An active memory is vital to applying wisdom. The poems will be recited (not read) to the group for entertainment at campfire time. The Psalm will be recited as called for during the evening Bible classes and discussion.

Dates & Schedule:
· Wednesday, July 24 – 10:00 a.m. arrival at the primitive campground at Little Beaver State Park, activity training begins after orientation and lunch (map and directions come in acceptance packet).
· Thursday & Friday, July 25-26 – Activities run all day. As small teams, “campers” participate in nature identification hiking, longbow archery, fly casting and campfire cooking. 
· Sabbath, July 27 – Additional wisdom-related Bible Classes and Sabbath services. Campfire discussion and entertainment later in the evening.

· Sunday, July 28 – Activities all morning. Challenger debriefing after lunch. Break camp and depart by or before 5:00 p.m.
· Please note:  The biblical wisdom training classes will take place every evening around the campfire.
Costs and equipment:

· Tuition and other costs:  $60 (covers campground and activity equipment costs), $19 (resident or 3-day nonresident Ohio fishing license purchased online after acceptance)
· Food:  provided—except for healthy snacks you may wish to carry while hiking

· Gear:  bring your own sleeping bag and ground pad, pup tent, modest outdoor clothes, hiking shoes/boots, wading shoes (old pair of tennis or running shoes will work), jacket or sweater for evening activities. Include lightweight and light colored hiking pants (for ease of tick spotting).
· Remaining costs will depend upon equipment a) you already own, b) that you can borrow from family and friends, and c) what you will need to purchase. Remember that whatever you do purchase is an investment in a positive activity that hopefully you will get involved in for years to come. 

How to Apply
Go to uyc.ucg.org. Before filling out an application form, it is highly recommended that you download and read all of the forms and information. If you decide to apply, complete the Application and Health History/Insurance forms and send them to Challenger East director Randy Stiver at the address indicated. If you have trouble accessing the forms on-line (they can be filled out and saved on your own computer), please contact Mr. Stiver at randy_stiver@ucg.org, call 513-528-0420 or his cell phone 513-430-6480.
Application Deadline—June 15, 2012
However… due to the limited size of Ohio Woods, Water and Wisdom, the potential number of applicants, and the need for those accepted to prepare in advance  (exercise and poetry memorization), it is highly recommended that you send your application in well before the deadline if possible. Acceptances will begin even before the application deadline.
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